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WHEREAS on 8 September 2025, the President of the Arbitral Tribunal convened a videoconference 
consultation with the Parties on their views on the procedure for further proceedings including the 
hearing on the merits; 
 
WHEREAS on 28 September 2025, taking into account the views expressed during the consultations, 
the Arbitral Tribunal proposed that the hearing be held on 8 and 9 January 2026, either in person or in 
a hybrid format, at the Peace Palace in The Hague; 
 
WHEREAS on 1 October 2025, Ukraine confirmed its availability for a hearing on 8 and 9 January 
2026, and requested that the same be held in person; and whereas no comments were received from 
the Russian Federation regarding the Arbitral Tribunal’s proposal; 
 
WHEREAS on 3 November 2025, the Arbitral Tribunal scheduled the hearing on the merits in this 
case to take place in person at the Peace Palace in The Hague on 8 and 9 January 2026;  
 
WHEREAS on 24 November 2025, Ukraine submitted its initial notification of fact and expert 
witnesses that it intends to present for examination at the Hearing; and whereas the Russian Federation 
did not submit any initial notification; 
 
WHEREAS on 5 December 2025, the Arbitral Tribunal proposed a schedule for the Hearing to the 
Parties; 
 
WHEREAS on 9 December 2025, Ukraine submitted its final notification of fact and expert witnesses 
that it intends to present for examination at the Hearing; and whereas the Russian Federation did not 
submit any final notification; 
 
WHEREAS on the same date, Ukraine submitted its comments on the proposed schedule for the 
Hearing; and whereas the Russian Federation did not submit any comments on the proposed schedule; 
 
WHEREAS on 21 December 2025, the Arbitral Tribunal informed the Parties of the withdrawal of 
Professor Vylegzhanin as arbitrator on account of health reasons; 
 
WHEREAS on 24 December 2025, the Arbitral Tribunal decided to postpone the Hearing scheduled 
on 8 to 9 January 2026; 
 
WHEREAS on 6 February 2026, following the vacancy created by Professor Vylegzhanin’s 
withdrawal, the President of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, H.E. Judge Tomas 
Heidar, pursuant to Ukraine’s request dated 20 January 2026 and further to consultations by 
correspondence with the Parties on the matter, appointed Professor Nguyễn Hồng Thao as arbitrator 
in these proceedings; 
 
WHEREAS on 17 March 2026, Ukraine wrote to the Arbitral Tribunal requesting that the Tribunal 
proceed to schedule the merits hearing at the earliest possible date; 
 
WHEREAS on 23 March 2026, the Arbitral Tribunal proposed to hold the oral hearing on the merits 
on 9 and 10 July 2026 and invited the Parties’ views on the organization of the hearing; 
 
WHEREAS on 27 March 2026, Ukraine confirmed its availability for an oral hearing on 9 and 10 July 
2026 and indicated its views on the organization of the hearing; and whereas the Russian Federation 
did not submit any comments on the proposed dates or organization of the hearing; 
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WHEREAS on 5 May 2026, the Arbitral Tribunal fixed the hearing on the merits in this case to take 
place in person at the Peace Palace in The Hague on 9 and 10 July 2026 (the “Hearing”); 
 
WHEREAS Article 17, paragraph 2, of the Rules of Procedure of the Arbitral Tribunal provides:  

The dates for the hearings shall be set by the Arbitral Tribunal, after ascertaining the views 
of the Parties. The Arbitral Tribunal shall give the Parties adequate advance notice of the 
date, time and place of any oral hearing. 

WHEREAS in accordance with Article 17, paragraph 2, of the Rules of Procedure, the Arbitral 
Tribunal has ascertained the views of the Parties regarding the procedural and administrative aspects 
of the Hearing, following the Arbitral Tribunal’s invitation to both Parties;  
 
WHEREAS Article 28, paragraph 3, of the Rules of Procedure provides: 

The presentation of the Parties’ opening statements at any hearing shall be open to the 
public. The Arbitral Tribunal, after ascertaining the views of the Parties, shall consider at 
the appropriate time the extent to which any other parts of hearings shall be open to the 
public. 

 
* * *  
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Dated: 6 May 2026 
 
 

ON BEHALF OF THE ARBITRAL TRIBUNAL 
 
 

 
 
 

________________________________ 
Judge Gudmundur Eiriksson 

President 




