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COPY

" (V 1841/1121/29) '
. Netherlands Legation, -

Ho. 394.. . - -

- “~__. London.

28th February, 1936.

8ir,

V¥ith reference to your note of the 4th July

1935 No.¥ 5443/2387/29 concerning the draft treaty in

conpnexion with ‘the boundary between Surinam and

.Guisna, I have the honour, in accordance with instructious

British

received, to inform you as foliows:—

art;l. (1)z - ‘the Hetherlapd Governmeui would apprecidte to
be ipformed as to the meaning of the word "itabu" after
the words "where a side channel". '

art.l (2) and art.3. - My Goverument prefer the indication

"a true bearing of nor£h 289 eqpt" or "a true bearing of

28° north by ‘east" to "a . true bearing of 2a%",

Aartv.4. Hef Nenhcrland‘uajeety'a Goverﬁmeut deem it

desirable to add the worde: "due to the normal recurring

seasonal rluctuac;ons in its volume"” to the end of arte.4.
This definition was also used in Par.5 of your

predecessor's note of the 6th February119aérae wall as in

the Netherland Minister's note to Sir John éimon of the

27th Februar%'1955’No.2185¥

art.5 (2). The text of art.5 (2) of the draft treaty

seems to differ somewhat from the text proposed in DAT:H of

Jonkheer van S8winderen's memorandum to the Foreigu Office

of

The Right Honourable
Anthony Eden, M.C., M.P.,

etc.,

etc., etce.
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of August 4$h 193£t-the latter reading:
"British subjects and companies have full »
"1liberty-to drive piles, construct wharves,
"boathouses Or any other structures on the
Wesuern bank of the rivers as may be required
'"ror trade or other purposes, provided however
“that they do not project more than 50 M. into
"the river, to be measured from the low watermark
"and in no case further thanm half of that part of
"the river which flows by that bank. No rights
"of aby kind can be derived from the existence of
"those works neither on the river nor ou the bottom
"and such works shall not impede the navigation™.
This text was in concurrence with the views of
the Brltish Goverument as stated in par.9 of your
predecessor's pote of the 6th Februarx 1932;ho-wﬁ954/954/29
referred to above which reada:
"is Malesty's Government are in agreement with
"the proposals in par.4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 of Jonkheer
‘van Swinderen's memoraudum for the inclusion in
"Lhe Treaty of proviasions for the safeguarding of
“free navigation and British interests in the
YRiver Corautyn% etco™
As to the text Proposed in the draft treaty
readiug: '

" "The subjects of His Majesty the King shall have
"ful; liberty to drive piles, conatruct wharves,
"boathouses or any other structures on the left
"hand of the fiver, always provided that such

i5:31:1-11::1;\1:-53 do not'ihpédé navigation and do not

.+ "project bezong the thalweg of the channel of- the river"

"which rlovn by that bank or &t sny place  above

"(harg insert descriptlon of point where eatuary

:”beging

Memorial of Guyana
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- "begins) more than 50 metres from the lowest

. Lo
. ‘ “pecorded low watermark into the water-chanmnel

Yof the river”,

3 the Netherland Government do not think it necessary to

divide the river into two parts. Purthermore I have the

honour - to draw your attention to the following:
It is quite possible that after a prolooged

drougnt a large part of the Kutari should eantirely dry

up- If the words "lowest recorded low watermark" were
maintainad;‘hifficuliies could arise as to the sovereignty
over a temporary dry part of the river. ¥ith a view to
ﬂvoidxﬂg'difriculties of such a nature the Netherland
Goverment. - agreeing to the thalweg being the limit up to

wHiqh structures may be built - propose to formulate art.S |
! . (2) a8 followse:

i ~ "The subjects of His Majesty The King shall have
“fulllltberty to drive plles, construct wharves,
1"boathousea or any other structures on the left

“hand of the river always provided that such

wgtructures do not impede navigetion, apd do not

“project beyond the thalweg of the channel of

S "the river which flows by that bank and 1n no case
"further than SO,H'ét.res into the river, to be
wpeasured from the low watermark".

This stipulation would apply to the whole of the

river. In case the thalweg is near the Netherland side

PO e

of ihe river the provisien as regarda the 50 ){etres limit
will apply; 1bn case the thalweg is mear the British side,
or in case the Eutari 1s less than 50 }(etree broad, the

prohibition to go further than the thalweg will apply: S

-1 have, et'c):‘.,

E. Teixelra de Mattos-

Diplomatic Documents
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In view of thege conelderations the Netherland Government

Propose the following text for art. 5(8);

"The sab jecta of Mis Hajesty the King ahsll have ru1}
"liberty to érive Plles, econstruct wharves, boathouses or
"any othep stractures, on the lert benk of the rivep,
"Always provided thet such structures domot impede neviga-
"tion and fo not Project beyond the thalweg or the channel
“of the river which flowa by that bank, op at sny place
"above & point 1C mles upstream from the beacon referred
“to in Article 1(R) do not project further thanp half the
—_— T TTT R the

"breadth of that bart of the river and in no cas® more then

. “60 metrea from the low-water nerk into the waterchannel

"0f the riyer. Ho prescriptive rights or any kind apgainet

"tier M. jesty the Queen of the Netherlands shall be derived £

"the existence or such works sither on the river op on its

"bed*.

My Govermment arse of opinion that this text, on the one
hand accepting the division of the river into two Perts and on
the other hang restricting the permtitteqa Projection or works

in the upper reaches of the Btream, tO no more than half the

breedth of the river, 1 in conformity with the local.qifuntim
tnd the practical exlgencies.

A8 th par.4 of Your note of the 25th July 1986, I have
the honour to inform you that my Government do not deem the
eddition to ort.4 of the. wors "daue to the normal recurring

soasonal fluctuations in 1te volume® heceasary, since the

1
)
N
1
]
|
i

) i
British Government Gccept the words “low-water mark® in ert.8 (g)!

28 8 result of the Sbeervations or the Mixea Cormission A
art.l (2) w11l have to be read ag follows: {

"The
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”
The beginning of the left bank of the River Courantyne

"a beart

ng of ¥.10%. rrom the beacon erscteq on the lert
"bank or

the River Cc)umnf,me_ at lntitude BOB9'ES, 8N.B7°0g¢

i

i

1

i

!

i

i

|

“at th i

a

8 8ea shall be the point at which & lipe drewn on ,
i

)
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i

I
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I

i

|

1}

'

) 1

"861,8.0. intersacts the shore 1ine" !

whilst art.5 shoulg read: 5 h]
. . @ -
' "The boundary bet il g8

ween the territorigl watere of Suringm | ; ;g‘ N ~'
"and Brity : =28 I,
oh Gulana is formed by the prolongation seareids ! '! 3:5' o
"of the line ara i AEHINEE
: rmcnnbegringofym i ] 2= LI B
I — "R000. from the lama- | 1] Eg°] |
’ ) i referred to in Article 1(2) abover i ozl |
ove”, . 1 FE Y '
i " The ewbmtitution o ! : gl~1 {i
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8001337 [No. 1): Enclosure. No.']d PROOF.
THE NETHERLANDS CHARGE D’AFFAIRES

to
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS.
{Copy received in Colonial Office, 2nd December, 1937.)

(No. 2352.)
Netherlands Legation, Londen, 22nd November, 1937.

SiR.

With reference to your notes of the 25th July 1936 No. W.6196/1121/29 and of
the 20th October last No. C.7097/2452/29, regarding the draft treaty in connexion
with the boundary between Surinam and British Guiana, I have the honour, in
accordance with instructions received, to inform you as follows. ’

After consideration of your note of the 25th July 1936 the Netherlands Government
admit as correct and accept the division of the river inte two parts as suggested in
para. 6 thereol.

In para. 7 a statement is made, which my Government consider correct in theory,
that no case could occur where a thalweg does not exist, as thalweg is interpreted as
meaning the line of lowest level and as being independent of the presence or absence
of water. ] have the honour to observe, however, that it may be impossible in practice
to determine the Jowest level in a region where waterfalls and rapids of great breadth
and length are frequent. It is even considered doubtful whether the lowest level in such
conditions will be continuous, as, betwecn the rocks in the river-bed several channels
of the same depth will be found. It is not clear how in these circumstances a line can
be drawn beyond which works may not be constructed. It is quile likely that the line

thus drawn should have io run across the river at several points; therefore—contrary
to the intention—the works to be erected might impede the already difficult navigation.

In view of these considerations the Nctherland Government propose the following

text for art. 5(2):

" The subjects of His Majesty the King shall have full liberty to drive piles.
construct wharves, boathouses or any other structures, on the left bank of the
river, always provided that such structures do not impede navigation and do not
project beyond the thalweg of the channel of the river which flows by that bank,
or at any place above a point 10 miles upstream from the beacon referred to in
Article 1(2) do not project further than half the breadth of that part of the river
and in no casc more than 50 metres {rom the low-waler into the waterchanne) of
the nver. No prescriptive rights of any kind against Her Majesty the Queen of the
Netherlands shall be derived from the existence of such works either on the river
or on its bed "',

My Government are of opinion that this text, on the one hand accepting the division
of the river into two parts and on the other hand restricting the permitted projection of
works in the upper reaches of the stream, 1o no more than half the breadth of the river,
is in conformity with the local situation and the practical exigencies.

As to para. 4 of your note of the 25th July 1936, I have the honour to inform vou
that my Government do not deem: the addition to art. 4 of the words ‘' due to the
normal recurring seasonal fluctuations in its volume ** necessary, since the British
Government accept the words *‘ low-water mark ' in arl. 5(2).

As a result of the observations of the Mixed Commission art. 1(2) will have to be
read as follows:

‘* The beginning of the left bank of the River Courantyne at the sea shall
be the point at which a line drawn on a bearing of N. 10° 0. from the beacon
erected on the left bank of the River Courantyne at latitude 5° 59’ 53,
8N. 57° 08’ 51,5-0. intersects the shore line '’

whilst art. 3 should read:

** The boundary between the territorial waters of Surinam and British Guiana
is formed by the prolongation seawards of the line drawn on a bearing of N.10° 0.
from the landmark referred to in Article 1(2) above ’'. .

The substitution of N.10° for 28° should also be acceptéd’in art. 1(2).

I shall be grateful if you will let me know whether His Majesty’s Government agree

to the proposed text of art. 5(2) and have the honour to remain,
E. TEIXEIRA DE MATTOS.

N

0. -
B.G.—Surinam Boundary—(C.30065/78). 12.

f'
|
!

— ————— .
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coey., .

(¢ 8951/1910/29). NETHERLANDS LEGLTION,

M. 8344, London, ) i

‘ 27th iuguet 193E.

13

& I —
Yy Lord, L e T
: =2|8 I
¥ith reference to ;our note of the 25th July 3 1
SEIN Y
last Bo.C $440/1910/28, regerding the draft tresty in | : i
1 =4 {
c_onnéxion with the btoundary between Surinam end %Hritish X ?:_i
- -]

Gulena, I hsve the honour, under instructicne received, to

I {h&]iireD

S2AIPIY (BUOREN 8y} O} 28jqns pojiddns €] Adoo s|u1 18Y) 6lou eses)d

infors you thsat -par&,j‘eph 5 of the eorigingl cony of the —
1.
rexort in Engiish concerning the erection of the beaécn . :2, .

stzted ax aversge latitude 5050155, an North, but 3.9 wes ' s g

- ‘ i c —

. ¢ ; altered in mx(:IB?.s.z-.g. This alterstion was initialled i ._5._" x
P =N
~ by lessrs, Shipps and K;yser; on.tiis ground my Government ' 3 §

:

are of opinion that the cyrsier 53.8 should be deemed

19Uge] Spacsby Jjiarid Jo Addns )0 stenpuo)

5
correct, i l %E#}Q

For the rest the Netherland Government entirely ' §§£ K

concur thst the redsction siven in-;uuu.f note, viz, .lﬁtitude ; Eng “y T

5959153, 8" Worth, iongitude 57008'51.5" ¥est iz nore correct. ggj}é:
I shall te grateful if Sou will be goo'd ;e;rxough j§:§ !
to _.in!‘orm me whether His: ¥sjecty's Government égf‘ée.thut g"‘g.t___ T :

latitude 5959753, 8" Hortl, longitude 57°08'51. 5" West. should: e

I _pe the e;aét'indication'and havé t‘r‘e ‘iwnour to remu'n'zi,“ .

with the highest conciderstion, ‘ete..,,

' (sisned) E Telxeira de Hettes. " ;

g ey

Vigcount Hallifax
< KeByy &C 8. Tu 5
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.y N
q 60013/3f [No. 17): Enclosure. No. ¥ PROOF.
THE NETHERLANDS MINISTER.
to

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS.
(Copy received in Colonial Office, 10th Septenber, 1938.)
My Lokrp, Netherlands Legation, London, 27th August, 1938, !
With reference to your note of the 25th July last'No. C. 6440/ 1910/29, rcgarding l
the draft treaty in connexion with the boundary between Surinam and British Guiang, !
I have the honous, under instructions received, to inform vou that paragraph 3 of the
original copy of the report in Euglish concerning the erestion ol the beacon stated as
average latitude 5° 59 53.9” North, but 53.9 was altered in ink in 53.8. This alteration I
was initialled by Messrs. Phipps and K i
opinion that the cypher 53.8 should be deemed correct. ,'
For the rest the Netherland Government entirely concur that the redaction given in !
your note, viz. latitude 5° 59" 53.8” North, longitude 57° 08" 53.5" West is more correct. '
1 shall be grateful if you will be good enough to inform me whether His Majesty's i
Government agree that latitude 5° 59 53.8” North, longitude 57° 08" 51.5” West should
be the exact indication and have the honour to remain,
With the highest considesation, & .,
. - AT .
E. TEIXEIRA 1)5:1/\7105, (_)a:},

I
: !'
!

'r; on this ground my Government are of

The Right Honourable Viscount Halifax, K.G.. G.C.S.1.. b’
&c., &c., &c.

¥ No. 95

B.G.—Surinam Boundary—(C.36442/93). 12.

———

LT [ R — a3
i 1 , 2 . The National Archives | T 1] J 2
%L-iC_:O?E%___, [2] —  DoSog 7 ] :
850 r;t;ils-lhal'lhls eopyr;.supph‘. sub]eclb the National Archives®  terms end conditions-afid that your
use of R may ba subjact tn pyright siri Furthar Inf on is given In the endlosed Terms and 1
Conditions of-supply of Public. Records leafist ;

Diplomatic Documents




Memorial of Guyana
Annex 64

©0013/38 [No. 31): Enclosure. No. ) PROOF. " |
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS ':‘/«/
to Il !
8 THE NETHERLANDS MINISTER. ;-
(Copy received in Colonial Office, 3rd November, 1938.) o
SIr, Foreign Office, S.W.1, 1st November, 1938.

With reference to your note No. 4344 of 27th August relating to the delimitation

-of the boundary betwecen British Guiana and Surinam, I have the honour to inform you —
that as a result of enquiries made in British Guiana, the British authorities concerned have -
now confirmed that the co-ordinates of the beacon at the mouth of the River Courantyne - —
should be as stated in your above-mentioned note, viz., latitude 5° 59 53.8” North and 8 NL
Longitude 57° 08" 51.5” West. 3 o
2. His Majesty’s Government therefore agree that Article 1(2) of the draft Treaty :; ol
should be amended accordingly. § ;
1 have, &c.,
W. 1. MALLET.

Jonkheer E. Teixeira de Mattos,
&c., &c., &c.

L=

B.G.—Surinam Boundary-(C.36442/99). 12.
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e

“vn lne ::;.8,,

o ] appropriare boy,

POREIGR OPFPICE, S.W.1.
Ro. 2 5765/1081/29 18Lh Septembor, 1949.

Your Excellency,

You may recall that on the 25th November, 1939
Lord Ralifex had the honour te address to Your Excellency
8 Rote (Mo, . 17666/76/29) about the propoeals which
had been under diacuseion between our two Covernments for
the delimitation of the boundary between “ritfiah Gutana
and flurinam, together with the reviased English text of the
draft or a treaty to be concluded for this purpose.
Lord Halifax onquired whether your Oovernment concurred in . !
the drart treaty and whether they were prepared to procesd
to signature, 1n which event Loprgd Halifax askea whether you
would de go 8004 a® to furnjigh him with a Duten text of the

treaty, \\\

2. Purther negotiations were interrupted by the unhappy
evente of 1940 ang no saction hes since been taken to proceed
with the treaty. lils Kajeaty's Government now feol that f{t
Yould be opportune to re-open this subject and, accordingly
1 have the honour to tranamit berewith a reviged Knglish
text of the drart of & treaty for the delimitation of the
boundary between British Guigna and Lurinam. The text 1s

5 identical with the text trenemitted 1n 1939 save ror

i Article 5, 1, which secures freedom of navigation of the

H Coursntyne River to the High Contracting Parties.

B, i

fls Excellency .
Jonkheer E. Kic:iels van Verduyer,
ete., etc., ete., :
Frat 1k,
Herelord Nosse,
rsrk 3Street .
.ot

. - — _-l 2|
N N | B The National Archives 1 1

l wet: COU Y I78.g[ 3 yrerom )-O.Emi?mx;z.dmam!m
Pleass rote thal this copy I‘so Supplied subjeft o the Fm Is givan b the endlosed Terms and
B O D mors o Supsy ot buste o s ve
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; UuCK the
/ PPropriate box

3. His kajesty's Oovernment are of the opinion that
any errengement for securting freedom of nevigastion of the
Courantyne #iver mwust be consiatent with their obligations
under the Barcelona Convention on the Regime of Mavigable
tatervays of lnternational oncern of 1925, unier the
-r9t00ol of which Mis Majesty's Jovernment has extended its
jurisdiction to cover Hritish .iuna. Unier Article 3 of
the Buarcelons Convention the signatories are boumd te acaorc
Cree cxerciee of navigation te the versels of the flags of
g6ll Ststes parties to the Lonvention on thoue parts of
valtervays under Lheir sovereignty or suthority.

4 Uncer the ;ro;osed Lresty, the boundary between
5ritish Juiens snd Surinam is the left bank of the
coursntyne »1iver and not the Thalweg. la jraectice,
therefore, 1t would a;;ear tbhat no pert of the

watervay will be under the wovereigrty or suthortity

of His Yn)esty's overnment and the obligations of

:1e #sjesty's Joveroment towurds their fellow mignatories
of the “arcelona Convention would sp.ear to be confined
to sssuring them the free uwve of any ports or landing
fecilities which might be coretructed on thst pert of the
left tark wi:ich is uraer the revereigoty and authority of
His ssajeaty's Jovernment.

5. Bi» Majesty's Jovernment realire, morecover, that
there must inevita:ly be mowme control over navigation

and conaider that the incorporation of the Barcelona
Caonvention for thir purpose would define sufficiently
precisely the extent to which freedom of navigation

vould be zrented or withkld by the iiste exercieing
sovere iguty sn: authority over the weterssy; i.e. by the
Hetherlends dovernment.

Bl

1II7~ Corr] 78%8]3 2oSou—~7 |

Pleasa nols-that this copy Is-Jupplied subjefttothe  National Archives  Terms and condiionsiand thatyour
F

i
2[ cm The Natlonal Archives | s T i T 2 !
1
!
1
|
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Londtitlons of supply of Publk: Hotords' leaflet

Memorial of Guyana
Annex 65

Diplomatic Documents



- 6. Voeve considerstions in wind His Wajsriy's _
::':f:?l'- Propose thast Artiele S, 1, should be redrafted
sllewe:- .

“1{1) Thers shall be freedom of navigation $n L
aceerdsnge with the provisione of ths Coaventie:
md Statuse of the Regime of Savigable Watarway:
of International Cencern nigned at Barcelens
on the 20th April 1921."

7 Sis Majesty’s Government sre slsooof the opinien that
in the view of their ebligations under ths Brussals Treaty
snd the Atlantic Pact “he treaty should rrovide for the
freedom of navigation ror ths warghips of the High
Contracting Farties at all times, and for the warships of &
Alliss of either of them in time of war. His Najecty's

@overnment therefore ;Topose that a second subdb-clause shonld
be inserted as fellows:-

"1(11) The warships of the Kigh Centracting pertiss
akdll enjoy froedom of navigatien aad in time

of war the warghips of the Alllees of eithepr
of them.*

With regard te the provisions for the use of the river for
aireraft, His kajesty's GCovernment are of the opinien that,
in ‘view of the developmant of civil avietion since 1939, 1%
is necessary to define the extent to which the rights of ths
Parties should bs limited 1ip order, on the ona hand, to
ensurs that aircraft say be provideéd with adequate facilitie
for alighting and taking off snd, er the other kand, te ’
snsuro thar such facilities should not hecoms an ohatacle

ta navigation.

a. His Majesty's Governwent therefore proposs a third
sub-clsuss teo article 5, 1, os followe:-
/ma(s14)
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"1(131) Alrcrart registored 1a the territoriss of the
Sigh Consrseting Parties shell enjoy freedoms
60 maks use of the waters of the river ss an
slighting arés,mprovided always thet the
aligiting area marked for the purposs and say
ancillary buildinge are not of samch & natupe a»
to affect the navigability of the riger, nor
the free passage of shipping as stigulatsd in
Artiele 5 1{1) above.”

Q H1s Kajesty's Joverament beliave that it would be of
azventags if the draft treaty were Alscussed by the
Governore of British Oulena and Yurinam before any furthor
steps are taken by the two metrojolitan Joveroments im
regard to the delimitation of the boundaries betwssn the
tvo dependent territoriss. I heve the honour, thersfore,
to enquire whether your Goverament concur that the draft
treaty, as amonded, should now form the basis for discuesions
between the two Governorc as 2 ;rel iminery to signaturs,
either in the Uegue or London, by the Xoysl Fetherlands
Governvent and His Xajeasty 's Jovermment. Ia this sveat I
shall wétklad 1f you would be 50 geod a& to furnish me widh
2 Dutch text of the treaty.

I have the honcar to be, with the higheet
consideration,
Your Excellency's stedient Servant,
(Por ¥r. sttlee)

Diplomatic Documents
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The Government of Surinam havé“;gaaggféa"fhe
Netherlands Government to teke steps to determine
clearly and precisely the line dividing the
continental shelf adjacent to Surinam and British
Guiana., This matter has letely become of practical
importance with a view to determining the areas
covered by oil exploration concessions granted by
the Surinam Government.

The Convention on the Continrental Shelf adopted
this spring by the Geneva Conference on the Law of
the Sea, although not yet signed by the Hetherlands
or the United Kingdom, is consicered to lay down
acceptable general priciples of international law
concerning the delimitation of continental shelves.

hccording to Article 6, par. 2, of that
Convention, the boundary of a continental shelf
adjacent to the territory of two adjacent States
shall bé determined by agreement between them.

It is deemed desirable that such an agreement
be concluded between the Netherlands and the United
Kirgdom by an exchange of notes in which the principle
of "eguidistance", mentioned in the seme article of
the Convention, would be adopted &s the determinant
of the line dividing the continental shelf adjacent
to Surinam and British Guiana. The actual dividing
line resulting from the ecuidistance orinciple would
be charted on a map to be annexed to the notes.

The Hetherlands Naval Authorities have been asked
to prepare such a map.

London, 6th August, 1958,
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T HE 1081/5

Toi~

The Netherlands
A mbaesador,

POAEIGN OPFICE, 8.W.1.
Hovember » 1958,

Your Excellonay,

I have the honour te refor to the Aide
Nemoire on the subject of the boundary
dividing the Continental Shelf of Britieh
Guisna from that of Surinem, which was lefrt
at the Poreign Office by 8 member of your
Embassy on August 6.

Her lajesty's Government learn with
pleasure that the Netherlands Government would
wolcome en agreement on this guestion, bassd
on the principle of equigdistance,

A6 the Fetherlende Einistry orf Foreign
Affairs will be aware from thoir discusaions
with Her Mejesty's Bmbassy in The Hague, my
Government is at present preparing & Draft
Troaty for the deliminstion of the boundary
between British Guians durinem. It is intended
that the Draft Treety should contatin provisicns

' for the delimination of the Coninentgl Shelfr,
based on the accepted principle mentioned sbove,
1 understand thet the Notherlands Ministry of
Foreign Affairs have expressed a preference ror
the negotiations connected with this treety
to take plsce in The Hague; I hope moon
therefore to be sble to instruct H.2, Embaaxy
in The Hague to present My government's
proposals to the Netherlands asuthorities,

My Government are Pleassd to learn that the
Betherlands Naval suthoritica are to
pPropsre a map of the relevant area of

Continental 8Shelr,
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L NOTE VERBALE P

The Netherlands Ambassador presents his compliménts
to Her Majesty's Principal Becretary of State for Foreign
Affairs and, while acknowledging with thanks the receipt
of the draft treaty for the definition of the boundary
between British Guiana and Surinam enclosed with the
Foreign Secretary's Note No. A4 1082/21 of 29th November,

////, 1965, has the honour to inform him as follows:

V7

1. For negotiations on the subject of the land-boundary
between Surinam and British Guiana, the Government ﬁ_
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands base themselves on "
the West bank (left bank) of the Corentyne, which
river, in accordeance with the agreement between the
Governors Batenburg and Frederici of 1799, and sub-
sequently, in accordance with the Treaty of London
of 1815, is entirely Surinam territory, as has also
been mentioned in the British draft treaty.

2. The land-boundary between Surinam and British Guiana
thus having been established, the whole Corentyne
from its source to its mouth is by right Surinam
territory. Only the demarcation thereof still has
to take place.

e L

3. By virtue of the foregoing, the Government of Surinsm ‘ H
have, by territorial decree of 5th May, 1965, publish-
ed in the Government Journal (“Gouvernementsblad") é i
No. 45 of that year, named officially and correctly :
the part of the Corentyne, indicated by the United
Kingdom as "New River", as Upper Corentyne ("Boven
Corantijn").

4. The Government of the United Kingdom, in a note from
the British Ambassador at The Hague, dated 9th March,
1965, No. 65, have protested against this, and have
declared that they wish to reserve their rights on
this subject. The Government of the Kingdom of the 1
Netherlands find themselves in a position of being !
unable to accept.this protest.

e SR e

o
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5. The aforementioned Position of the Government of

the United Kingdom has resulted in this question
being discussed by the Parliament of Burinam ("de
Staten“), leading to the unanimous adoption on 7th
October, 1965 of a motion supporting the position
adopted by their Government.

According to information received from the British

Foreign Office, the Government of the United Kingdom

have decided to grant independence to British Guiana

in Mey, 1966,

The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands are

of the opinion that, in granting such independence,

the foregoing should be taken into account.

- The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
propose to the Govermment of the United Kingdom that
an officisl boundary register be drawn up by a com-
mittee of experts from the United Kingdom and from
the Kingdom of the Netherlands, embodying all tech-
nical data concerning the course of the West bank
(left bank) of the Corentyne from its source to its
mouth, describing this course in a manner consistent
with scientific and technial requirements and giving
the exact geographical position of special or
specially marked points of the ripariam boundary-line,
Contrary to what was stated on this subject in the
draft treaty submitted by the United Kingdom, the
Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands consider
that the sea-boundary between Surinam and British
Guiana should run from the West bank (left bank) of
the Corentyne at its mouth, across the territorial
sea and the continental shelf with a bearing 10°
Zast of the true North.

The Government of the United Kingdom have invited
the Government of the Kingdom of tvhe Netherlands to
start negotiations at an early date about the final
definition of the boundary between Surinam and

British Guiana, for which purpose a draft treaty was
submitted.

Please riota'thalthis copy Is suppliefl subjctTthe _ Natonal Archives' TBiTHS sind:condiugns Bhd that your

| use.of it may be-subject to copyright restrictions. Further iriformation b given i tha. encdlossd Tems.and
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In view of the Iorthcoming transfer of sovereignty

to British Guiana, the Government of the Kingdom of

the Netherlands are indeed prepared to start at an

early date negotiations about.the final definition

of the boundary between 8urinem and British Guiana.

A8 follows from the considerations stated in para-

graphs 1 to 8 above the Government of the Kingdom of

the Netherlands cannot, however, accept the draft 4

treaty submitted by the United Kingdom as & basis

for such negotiations. Q

11. The Government of the Kingdom of. the Netherlands for -
their part propose that negotiations be based solely
on thogg_lagal facts which are recognised by both

countries concerned as mentioned under paragraph 1 i
above. !
i
i

10

12. The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
therefore propose that preliminary negotiations
between experts of both parties be started as soon
as possible at The Hague on the basis of the following i
agenda: 1
a) the establishment of the Western sea-boundary E

of Surinam across the territorial sea and the ‘

continental shelf; ! i

b) the principles for the demarcation of the

Western lend-boundary of Surinam, i.e. the i
West bank (left bank) of the Corentyne;

c) the composition of a mixed committee for the

demarcation of the boundaries in question.

The text of the motion of the Parliament of Surinam,

s referred to in baragraph 5, is enclosed herewith.
I

Londor, 3rd February, 1966. . \

eI Bt

Diplomatic Documents

: Piease riols:that tifs apy. fs Suppliefl subfecktoiie National Archives Teryis aid:congighs;
i wge.of i may be.subject to.copysiht restrictions. Furthar Information Is given in'the éndoséd Terms and ;
l Conditions ofsupply of Public.Records"leafiet i




