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REGIONAL LOCATION AND TRADE
1. THE SURINAMESE TERRITORY

1.1 Land and Sea Area

Suriname has a land area of approximately 164,000 sq. km. Il is not possible fo
calculate the area precisely, all Suriname’s boundaries have nol been hinally
eslablished and the coastline lluctuates constantly due fo tidal action,

Legislation passed June 11, 1978 extended the lterritorial sea adjacent lo Suriname
to 12 nautical miles (1 nautical mile equals 1,853 um ), reckoned from the 0-meter
1subath (baseline). while the exclusive economic z0ne was extended to 200 nautical
miles (i.e., more than 370 km.) In these coastal walers, Suriname exercises cerlain
exclusive ecanomic rights, such as ishing and mineral rights. The territonial sea and
the exclusive economic zone occupy approximately 129,500 sq. km., an area almos!
79% of Suriname’s land area.

1.2 The Boundaries

1.2.1 THE SEAWARD BOUNDARY

The northern boundary of Suriname s the Atlantic Ocean and, therelore, is subjeci to
the International Law of the Sea. The seaward boundaries of the lerritorial sea and
the exclusive economic zone are lormed by lines composed of points equidistant
Irom the nearest point on the 0-meler isobaih (baseline}, In other words, the ouler
boundary ol the territorial sea is 12 miles distant from the baseline, while the seaward
boundary of the exclusive economic zone is 200 miles distant.

The delineations belween the Surinamese territorial sea and those ol its neighbors
musl be eslablished by bilateral agreements, which use the principie of equity fo
draw boundaries, where possible by means of an equidistance line. Such a line is
delermined by taking points equidistani from the nearest points on the baselines of
both conliguous coastal states

According to Suriname, the eastern seaward dividing line belween Suriname and
French Guiana is formed by an equidistance line with a direction of 30° east of true
north, reckoned lrom the middie of the line (closing line) connecling Galibi on the
Surinamese coast to Les Haltes on the French Guianese coast. France has never
objected to this delinition.

The seaward dividing line in the wes!l. however, raises some problems. As the full
width of the Corantijn River is in Surinamese lerritory—irrespeciive of the water-level
fiuctuation—the equidistance line method cannot be applied. Therefore, in 1938, a
Dutch-British frontier commission estabished a point on the west bank of the
Corantijn River (the so-calied Kayzer-Phipps poini, 5°59'53"8 norih ialitude -
57°08'51"5 west longitude) as the most northern point on Suriname’s border with
Guyana, as well as the point of deparlure for the seaward dividing line between both
countries. This boundary is lormed by running a line from the Kayzer- Phipps point in
& direction 10° east of true north, substantially paraile! with the channel of the
Corantijn River.

1.2.2 THE EASTERN BOUNDARY

The boundary in the Marowijne River between the istands of Portal (French Guiana)
and Stoelmanseiland {Suriname) was established by the Treaty of Seplember 30,
1915. The middie of the river al normal waler level was designated as the dividing
line. With the exception of the islands of Langa Tabiki and Blakarebo, which belong
entirely to Suriname, and the island of Bastin Tabiki. which is pari of the French
territory, the islands in this part of the river were assigned to the Netherlands or to
France, depending on which side of the dividing line the largest pari ol their area lay.
The eastern border in the Marowijne River north of Porial has not yel been agreed
upon. Through the arbitralion of Czar Alexander M, the Lawa River was declared lo
be a continuation of the Marowijne River. However, the continuation of the boundary
between Suriname and French Guiana is still to be determined.

1.2.3 THE SOUTHERN BOUNDARY

The international agreement of May S, 1906 (signed in Rio de Janeiro. approved by
the Law of July 11, 1908, and ralified on September 15, 1908. in The Hague).
established the boundary between Suriname and the F ederal Republic of Brazil. The
walershed between the basin of the Amazon in the south and the basins of the
watercourses that low through Suriname "'between the French and Bntish borders"
towards the Allantic Ocean in the north determine the southern border, Befween
1935 and 1938, 60 boundary marks were placed along this 597 km. waltershed 1o
delineate the border.

1.2.4 THE WESTERN BOUNDARY

By virtue of an agreement reached in 1799/ 1800 between the two acting Governors,
Imbyze Batenburg of Berbice and Juriaan Frederici of Sutiname, the wes! bank of the
Corantijn River, irom the source to the mouth, has been establised as Suriname’s
weslern boundary.

2. INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Even though Suriname 1s part of the South Amencan continent, i mainfans strong
trade relations with the United States of America (USA) and the countries of the
European Common Marke! (EEC), particularly the Netkeriands,

Trade with the Caribbean Islands and Latin America is nol diverse. Imports trom the
Caribbean consisted primarily of some SI.150 mittion of petroleumn products from
Trinidad and Tobago, about 24% of total imports for 1979.

Imports from the Netherlands dropped from 24% n 1977 to 16% in 1979. Imports
Irom the United States of America, on the other hand. increased to 33%in 1979, alter
a decrease in the period 1975 to 1977. Japan is the most important irade partner
among the other countries Irom which Sutiname imports.

Suriname'’s total imports in 1979 amounted to Sf.738 million—{uels, lubricants, and
other pelroleum products (30%), natural and semitinished materials (23%),
consumer goods (22%). and capital goods (19%). About 6% (S1.9.5 miflion} of the
imported natural and semilinished malerials went 1o agriculture and lishery, about
40% (S1.65 million} 1o construction and building. and 54 % to other indusinal sectors.
In comparison with 1975, imports increased by 63% in 1979. The imports from the
EEC. as well as from the USA and Canada, were chielly consumer goods and
semifinished materials.

The EEC countries and the USA/Canada are also the prncipal markets for exports.
They received 23% and 36%, respectively, ol Suriname’s Iolal exports in 1979,
whereas the Carnbbean—including Trinigdad and Tobago—bought only 4%.
Suriname sends 5%, 6%. and 7% of its exporls to Venezuela, Brazil, and Japan,
respectively.
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Table 1 BALANCE OF TRADE BY REGION/COUNTRY
1972, 1975 AND 1979 (S1. miillons)
1972 197§ 1979
Region/ Countries import  Export  Import  Export  import  Export
EEC 100.1 879 1445 1327 206.0 166.5
(The Netheriands) (61.6) (36.7) (80.7) (854) (121.4)  (90.0)
{JSA and Canada 847 1463 1556 2132 2452 259.3
Caribbean 305 83 922 189 1742 25.6
(Trinidad and Tobago)  (25.9) (1.1} (77.4) ( 1.4) (146.8) (1.3}
South America 7.8 153 10.8- 55 19.1 84.5
Japan 194 26 226 17.0 391 49.6
Rest of the World 157 453 284 94.0 55.1 141.2
Total 258.2 3057 4541 4813 7387 726.7
SOURCE. MFP

Tabie 1 shows that there was a surplus trade balance n 1972 and 1975, but by 1979
the trade balance was running a deficit. The trade delicit occurred because prices
for the industrial products and the fuels that Suriname imports increased, while world
markel prices for its principal export products decreased,

Table2 IMPORTANT EXPORTS TO SOME COUNTRIES 1981"
{S1. miilions}

The West Trinidad
Products Netherlands USA Germany Japan and Tobago
Alcohol 570.0 T 276.0 169.0 - -
Alumina 91,696.0 155.519.9 — — —
Atuminum — 31,957.2 77217 19443 —
Bauxite - 95.747.1 1.747.2 34778 -
Rice 31717 — 2,182.9 — -
Shrimps 8.0 42288 16220 17.092.2 -
Wood Products 2.217.0 26420 14850 - 1,522.1

SOURCE. MFP. Munstcy 2! Agricudiure

* Ewpori erds have aot changed tetween 1939 antt 1281 Tavie I:

Suriname's principal exports are bauxite. alummna, aluminum. limber and wood
products, rice, bananas, and shrimps. In 1981, Sutiname exported the largest share
ol its bauxite, alumina, and aluminum 1o the USA. shrimps to Japan and cargo rice
{1.e.. hulied but unpolished) and bananas lo the EEC. Revenues from the expor! of
bananas amounted to $1.13.3 miltion in 1981, 70% from England and 30% from Haly.
The Caribbean imported rice and wood products. Many other praducis are exported
to the Netherlands. These goods (e.g., vegetables) are exporied v small shipmenis
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FISHERY
1. FISHING GROUNDS

Sunname’s hshing grounds can be divided into the inland waters and shallow coas(al
walers. on the one hand. and the sea. on the oiner
From ihe ishety standpoint. there are 4 important esiuanes in Surname

— the Marowyne River

~ the Commewyne and Suriname fivers
— the Saramacca and Coppename tivers
— the Nickerie and Corantyn rivers

In addiion (o the estuaries. the lagoons and mudiiats along the coasi are also plhed
byhshers The lollowing areas ate pasticularly imporiant. Wra Wia, up tothe mouthol
ihe Suniname River (this area includes Krolajapasi Creek, the Matapica Canal, the
Warapa Canat. and Kat Creek) and Cotome. up 10 the mouth of the Nickere River
(this area includes Platolo Pan_ihe Fraser Pan, and the Big: Pan) The shallow sea,
mudifats. fiver mouths. and lagoons conslitule a very produchve estuatine area

Fishing grounds lor sea ish e at 3 oepth o 10 o 30 m. and exiend over an area of
13.560 sq. km. Shrmp hshing is done at a depth of 20 io 70 m There are also 2
Snapper grounds, the ouler of which 1s located on the edge of the continental shell,

2. TYPES OF FISHING

Two types of iishing are in . smali-scale ¢ hshing and
indusinal hstng. Small-scale commercial fishing 1s semipumutive mn lechmque and
semicommericalin orgamzarion. Calches are small, there 15 hiire mechanization, and
hshers use smail boals powered by outboard molors and primyive listing equipment,
Such as siatic nets. This type of ishing 1s conlingd to the shafiov: coasltal and inland
walers. and therelore 1s somenmes cafled infand hishing It has iradionally suppbed
altihe focal requirernent for lish

Industnial fishing began more recently and is done in open sea at depins ol 30 m or
more. Therelore. i 1s called deep-sea lishing Industrial ishing 1s madern expor(
onenled. and parily dormnated by loreign companies

2.1 Smail-scale Commercial Fishing

Small-scate commercial ishing may be diided into 5 groups: coastal ishing.
estvanne isiing, nver hishing, lagoon fishing. and swamp and creek hshing

21} COASTAL FISHING

Coastal ishing conssts of bankner fisting and drftnet fhishing in banknet hishing. tne
lishers use nels 1.000 to 2.000 m inlength and 1 20 m. wide These are allached io
poles thal are stuck inio the mud At high nide, the ishers enclose a section of the
mudfiat in this way and point the ends of ihe nel loward share. When the waler ebbs
Irom the tiat. they collect the hsh stranded behind ihe net with a “mud sledge.”

in dnftnet histung. hishers use nets made with spaces 15 1o 20 cm wide when tutty
extenued. and 30 rows high'(1.20 10 1.40 m.). or nels with spaces 5 010 7.5 cm. wide
and 50 rows tigh (1.1010 7.0 m ) They use them ar depths of T o 7 m. and pull the
nets in every 6 fo 10 howrs This method s less laborious than banknef tishing.

Tne man species of fish caught by coastal hishers are sekubi (Micropogomias
furnier) and banban {Cynoscion acoupa) In ims type of lishing, piakas fcanoes) and
the “open” and “closed” Guyanese-lype boats are used. The “open” Guyanese
boat has an outboard motor. white the “"closed" type has an :nboard molor aliowing
mare toom for the hishers

2.1.2 ESTUARINE FISHING

In this type of ishing. traps and fines are used Traps are used (o harvest shump
using the ebb and fiow of the currenis A seres of traps are placed cide by side
The irap nels are 7 m. long and are atiached (o two poles. They are placedn sucha
way that ihe mouth of the irap faces the current, while the bag hangs loosely ang 15
disienced by the current Al lixed tumes, the bag is raised and its conients (shrimps
and small hsh) are emplied into the boat. )

in line fishing. a long line with short sidehnes bear:ng 200 tc 300 hiShhooks 15
depioyed. The ends of the long fine are attached o buoys. the mosi upstream buoy 's
anchoredio ihe bed of ihe estuary. The hshers move up and down the ne 10 remave
ihe fish and rebart the hooks The prncipal bai i1s shump. The caich is mainiy
scaleless hish Dunng the iow season for ne hshing (December-Aprilj. many fish
are caught with banknels in the 1iver mouths. Why Ihis 1s 50 is nof precisely known

2.1.3 RIVER FISHING

Innver ishing. seines or dragnets are used. Semne fismng is pracnised only in the
lower nivers. where there are no obslecies in the nverbed. The netss 150 10 200 m,
long. about 8 m deep and. when exiended. has spaces 7.5 cm wide. It has a mesh
bagn the mgole. As the boal sails the nel s sel outin 3 citcle. and s Iinally drawn
in by hang. The caich is made up mainty ol scaieless hsh such as jarabaka
{Arius parkersj

in dragnet fistung the nets used are 40 m fong and 2 m deep, witn 15 m poles
attached 1o each exiremity. The net s plied by two fishets. one of whom sits in the
boar whie the other wades through the water They tavela distance ol abcuf 100 m.
n the waler and then bring the poles tagether, enclosing the hish. The nel is then
empiied inio the boar

214 LAGOON FISHING

Lagoons ate shallow teservorrs of brachish waler rear the coas! They serve as
spawming grounds for alarge number of ish and shrimp species. The mostunpariant
species caught i the iagoons are snook (Centropomus spp.). queriman Mugil
$pp.). and nlapia (Oreochromis mossambica; Fish iraps are used i the canals that
emply wio the iagoons. wihile gilinels are used i apen strelches of waler,

215 SWAMP AND CREEK FISHING

Commercually. this type of isting 1s viadle when high-pricen fish such as kwikwi
(Haoplosietnum spp  and Calichtnys callichthys}) or anjumara (Hoplas
macrophthalmus) can be caughi Traps. hooks, neis baske! itaps, 5pnnghooks and
fines are used.

2.2 Industrial Fishing (Deep-sea Fishing)

Incontrasto mland ishing. sea fishing demands highinvestment, the mghest tem cf
which is the puichase of a seaworthy vessel Therefore. this type o! lishing is not
undertaken by small enterpreneurs,

Since 1974. more than 100 trawlers have made Paramaniso thew home port each
year. in 1984, most of this fleet sailed under the Korean 184; Japanese (27) end
Surinamese (22) flags. In addifion. 21 ships ftying the Panamanian “ag. 7 ftying
Venezuelan colors and 4 unde: the US liag tisred in Suriname’s waters. The iarget
calch was skrimp A drastic reduclion i the number of reg snapper (Luljanus
ourpureus) ofl the Venezuelan coast ihe result of cverlishing. led Venezueia 10 loox

Table 1 AMOUNT OF SEAFOOD HARVESTED BY SMALL-SCALE FISHING,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL VALUES

Type of Catch Measures Units 1975 1977 1979 1981 1983
Shnmp Amount fons 226 189 321 14¢ 123
Supply vaive  S1°000 19¢ 250 381 200 214
Market value  S1°000 289 367 545 293 323
Crabs Amount fons 56 25 30 37 33
Supply value  S1.°000 44 J8 50 56 54
Markef vaive  S1°000 72 53 81 90 85
Sea fish Amount fans g 0 - -
(salmon) Supply value  §1.°000 3 0 . [}
Market value  S'000 4 4 - -
Cosstal fish Amount 1ons 2049 71.844 2234 1942 2084

({banban, Supply value  S1°000 1458 1.690 2.289 2348 2514
jarabaka, snook.  Markef value  SI'000 2333 2534 3471 3637 3879
welwen,

kandrataki)

Rwer anc
brackish water
hish (aarder.

Amount tons 132 112 320 249 155
Supply valve 1000 177205 554 560 405
Market valve  S1'000 263 314 818 911 635

kub. Irapun)

Swamp hsh Amount tons 140 64 64 72 72

(kwikwi, walapa.,  Supply value St ‘000 350 176 266 219 322

krobia) Markel value  SI.000 533 263 378 378 537

Miscelianeous Amount tons 23 49 1 24 84
Supply vaive  §°000 14 40 1 35 136
Markel value  S1°000 23 27 2 52 204

Total ) Amount tons 2635 2283 2970 2468 2.551

Supply vaive  SL'000 2240 2.399 3543 3418 3645
Markei value  S§1°000 3517 3,558 5295 5361 5663

Saimon = Caranx spp.

Banban Cynoscion acoupa
Jarabaxa Anius parkesi

Wetwel Cynoscion steindachnen
Kandratikt = Cynoscion vitescens
Aarder = Mugi spp

Kubr = Plagoscion surnamensts
Trapun = Megalops atlanticus
Kwikw: = Hoplosternum spp and Calichihys calichthys
Walapa = Erythnnus erythnnus
Krobia = Marnly Aequidens spp

Table 2 SHRIMP FISHING, PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Dehnition Units 1975 1977 1979 1981 1983
Numbers of trawlers each 150 150 153 165 167
Shrimp production ions 354¢ 4105 3164 3777 3290
Production per trawler lons 236 216 207 229 197
Vaiuve of shnmp produced St 000 18593 43308 55569 73916 -
Value per kg. SL kg, 525 1055 1756 1957 -
Shomp exports tons 3448 3824 3716 3731 3368
Vaiue of shrsmp exported  SI°000 23671 51586 54.725 91298 3630
Value per kg Sf ikg 687 1349 1756 24.47 -

3. FISH PROCESSING

The main methods of processing lish are freezing. saiting. dtying, and smoking.
Belore processing. the lish is often Iilleted (shiced paraiel o the backbone). Freezing
pieserves the (aste of the ish mosi effectively in smoking, the preservation adds o
the color and flavor ol the hsh

4. ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE

Suriname underulihzes hsh as a natural resource. Only 30% of all fish caughi are
brought to port This percentage. which amounis ;o some 4.000 tons. 1S only about
10% of the pofentiai caich. which s estimated al 38.000 tons per year. This tack of

s o shase facibes and credil. es well as the
absence ol 3 good markening and distbution system Only mn the commercial sea
shnmp sectos are achivities planned on a large scale !niernational markets for
shnmp inciude the United Siates and Japan (For an explanation of new lishery
projects. see Map Fi and reiated text )

5. PROBLEMS IN THE FISHERY SECTOR

Shimp lishing uses closely kail nets, with spaces of 5 cm. However, these nets
also bring up many hish Owing to the scarce freezing space. however, only the more
valuable shump are kepl At most. abow! 1,500 tons of by-catcn are saved and
Diought to shore annually The rest s ihiown overboard.,

There is intle manitonng ol tishing activity in the exclusive econamic zone. either for
comphance wih the licenses grantec o Jegal hshing ipoachirg) by foreign fishing
voars Because of ihe iow level of survediance. less shimp are brought 1o port than
are caught. because the hishers selt ihe shimp fo passing ships 1o oblain exira
private income

Since sea fishing. especially trawier hshing. ts becoming increasingly expensive as a
resutt of the high price of luel and lubnicants. overhishing, seasonal ifuctuations, and
the migratory patietns of ish and shrimp, more thought is being given (o finding
solutions through aguaculture. Already, NV Suriand fa paraslafal company) has
completed an experiment on the breeding ol freshwater shrimp.
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