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EMBASSY OF THL REPUBLIC OF GUYANA
P.0.Box 785 - Telephone 477895
Telefax 472679
Cable address : Guysul

GES: 18/9 Paramaribo - Suriname

Para%?¥030, 2000

Honourable Clement Rohee
Minister

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

South Road & New Garden Street
‘Georgetown

Dear Minister,

I am forwarding for your urgent attention the attached article
“Guyana Sends Oil Rig to Surinamese Territory” which appeared in today's edition
of the "De Ware Tijd". The following are noteworthy:

- The Government of Suriname, for some reason, has kept Guyana’s response
a secret. As I had suggested in previous correspondence, they many have
found -it politically suicidal to publicize it so close to the elections.

. Furthermore, it couldfbe construed as an attempt to nurture anti-Guyana
sentiments. ;

- The reference to the Army’s involvement is of profound concern particular
when it is noted that preliminary investigations have already been
conducted. These activities suggest an intention by Suriname to defend
what it considers its térritory. Guyana may wish to intensify its monitoring
of activities along the (;ilorentync River and adjacent waterways.

- It seems likely th'at"t":#)c new Government will be pressured into dealing
decisively with this issue. Consequently, the Government of Guyana should
adopt counter-measures to refute Suriname’s inaccurate claim.

The Embassy wﬂl maintain its close watch on how the issue unfolds
and advise on developments ifas they occur.

Best regards.

Yours sincerely,

Ambas T : 9- 25730
& 20°
A
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DE WARE TIJD

GUYANA  SENDS OILRIG TO
SURINAMESE TERRITORY

Guyana has ignored a diplomatic note from
Suriname sent through its Ambassador
Karshanjee Arjun, asking for clarification
about the exploration of oil fields in the
northwestern area of the Corantijn River.
Last week, Guyanese authorities sent an
oilrig to the area. The rig, the C.E.
Thornton, has ‘aiready arrived at s
destination. There Has been no official reply
" yet from the Guyanese government io
Suriname’s note. On the day that the riote
was presented to Ambassador Arjun, acting
Foreign Affairs Minister Errol Alibux said
that a reply was expected within a day.
preferably by tetephonse. The political party
HPP, which publicized this issue, says that
Guyana has taken advantage ot the chaotic
election times in Suriname.

On the other hand, the government is
olamed for paying little or no attention to this
matter. DWT-has learned from the HPP's
Nikita Menckeberg that Suriname's National
Army has told the party it wants to be kept
informed about this issue, and is willing to
investigate it further together with the HPP's
experts. According to Menckeberg, a high-
ranking military officer has told him that after
some preliminary investigation by the Army,
it turns out that the area in question is indeed
Surinamese territory. Menckeberg believes
the ball is now in the government's court.
CGX-Energy, the company which was given
the concession, has pulled all information
about its activities in the area from its web-
sile. Experts of the HPP have managed to
obtain more information from other sources,
and have passed this on to the National
Army. The party believes that the Guyanese
Ambassador should be summoned again,
and that companies and contractors should
be informed that all illegal activities wil be
prosecuted to the fullest extent of Suriname's
law. Furthermore, the National Army should
be given evidence and be placed on alert.
International organizations should also be
asked to mediate.
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