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is under an obligation to pay Rwanda a further £50 million within 10 days of 13 April 

2026.5 This is also incorrect: 

(a) The Finance Note expressly provided at para. 3.1 that the Parties could by written 

agreement amend the Finance Note.  

(b) The Parties reached such a written agreement. In its Note Verbale 182/2024 dated 

13 November 2024, the United Kingdom proposed that the Finance Note be 

amended such that Rwanda would forgo any additional payments under paras. 2.3.1 

and 2.3.2 and that the United Kingdom would not pay those sums. 6  Rwanda 

accepted this proposal in its Note Verbale 8520/09.16/North. E/24 dated 14 

November 2024.7 By the terms of the Parties’ agreement, the amendment came into 

effect on that date.  

(c) Accordingly, from 14 November 2024 onwards, the United Kingdom has not been 

under any obligation to make any payments under paras. 2.3.1 and 2.3.2.  

(d) Rwanda’s subsequent unilateral conduct,8  by which it purported to rescind the 

agreed amendment to the Finance Note, is of no legal effect. 

11. Contrary to Rwanda’s assertion,9 the amendment of the Finance Note was not contingent 

on the Agreement subsequently being terminated, at all or within any particular timeframe, 

or the occurrence or conclusion of discussions concerning any other financial 

arrangements. 

B. Claim concerning the resettlement of refugees 

12. Rwanda further claims that the United Kingdom has breached Article 19 of the 

Agreement,10 which provides that “[t]he Parties shall make arrangements for the United 

Kingdom to resettle a portion of Rwanda’s most vulnerable refugees in the United 

Kingdom”.  

 
5  Notice of Arbitration, paras. 33, 47(b)–(c). 
6  Notice of Arbitration, Annex 7. 
7  Notice of Arbitration, Annex 8. 
8  See Notice of Arbitration, Annex 9: Rwanda’s Note Verbale 1499/09.16/North. E/25 dated 25 February 

2025. 
9  Notice of Arbitration, para. 34. 
10  Notice of Arbitration, paras. 35–36. 
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17. By way of Note Verbale 322/09.01/CAB.MIN/25 dated 10 December 2025, Rwanda 

accepted the United Kingdom’s counter-proposal, annexing the text setting out the agreed 

procedure.14  Rwanda also noted that it would “direct its legal representatives to submit a 

copy” of the agreed procedure by email to the PCA, which Rwanda’s counsel did by email 

dated 11 December 2025. By letter of 12 December 2025 the PCA agreed in principle to 

administer that procedure and invited the United Kingdom to confirm its agreement to the 

procedure. 

18. The United Kingdom confirms that the Parties have agreed on the procedure set out in the 

attachment to the email from Rwanda’s counsel to the PCA dated 11 December 2025. The 

Parties will now proceed with that procedure. The United Kingdom is grateful to the PCA 

for administering it. 

V. OTHER PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

A. Place of arbitration 

19. The United Kingdom proposes that the oral hearing of this arbitration take place in The 

Hague, using facilities at the Peace Palace provided by the PCA. 

B. Transparency 

20. The United Kingdom has taken note of Rwanda’s email dated 3 December 2025 

“communicating its consent to the inclusion of the proceedings” on “the list of cases 

registered on the PCA’s website”, as well as the PCA’s letter dated 4 December 2025 

inviting the United Kingdom’s comment on this correspondence by 12 December 2025. 

21. The United Kingdom considers that all arrangements regarding the transparency of these 

proceedings should be determined by procedural order of the Tribunal. These arrangements 

should be discussed by the Parties ahead of the first procedural meeting with the Tribunal. 

Any listing of the case on the PCA’s website should form part of those discussions and be 

addressed in the relevant procedural order.  

 
14  Annex R-2, Note Verbale 322/09.01/CAB.MIN/25 from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation of the Republic of Rwanda to the High Commission of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (10 December 2025). 
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C. Third parties 

22. With reference to Article 22(3) of the Agreement, the United Kingdom considers that there 

is not any third party with an appropriate interest who should be invited to participate in 

this arbitration. 

VI. REQUEST FOR RELIEF 

23. For the reasons stated in summary form at paras. 9–13 above, and to be developed in the 

Statement of Defence, the United Kingdom respectfully requests that the Tribunal dismiss 

each of Rwanda’s claims set out at para. 47 of its Notice of Arbitration. 

24. The United Kingdom reserves the right to amend or supplement its request for relief. 

 

 

 

Tamsin Stubbing 

Agent of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

12 December 2025 

  






