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ﬂ) sent to you on April 11, a copy of the letter
K\' that I had written to the Premier about the draft aide

)

memoire and the memorandum of comments on certain of the 5
technical clauses of the proposed treaty about the Surinam

boundary. Doubtless because of recent unhappy events ,

here and the general strike that stil1 afflicts the country, !

I have had no reply from the Premier; but I copied my i

letter also to the Solicitor General (Kir. 5. Shahabuddeen) H

and I send with this, for your information and possible I

6;\\’ etion, a copy of his letter to me of April 19. ’

i

. 2. You will see that ¥r. Shahabuddeen starts with
the speculation whether it might not be the better thing
to hold on to the New River triangle and make a strong |
claim to navigation rights. But, 23 he mya, we should be ’
guided by the Foreign Cffice zabout the hope of securing
a return to the Eritish draft. On the last pafie of his !
letter the Solicitor General refers to an interesting I
feature of the "Kaart van Suriname door E.Rn, Dahlberg _
}.0. hardijiskunde)" on the scale of 1; 1,000,000, fuctal) i
Cn this, a triangle in the south-west, between the !
"Nieuwe Rivier" and the Carani Rivier”, and a triangle i
in the sough-east, between the "Litani Rivier" and the
"lierowini Livier", are both shaded the same but in a
shading found rowhere else on the map and not explained i
in the legend. Both are marked "Betwist Gebied®, which , .
. I guess (but cen not at the moment verify) means "4 betwixt— l
y and-between district"? (I may be wildly out.) It would
. be worth checking tc see what the Dutch (Suringmers) are
’ v to sbout the Liteni trfyfhgle.

3. ir. Bhahabuddeen then turns to some interesting

uP— H 6Mi - points on the technical matters:
j Pu) (2) Fe makes what seems a good case to me for omnitting the
worés “"in international prectice® from the psragragh

about the thalweg.

(b) ke records that our Lands and dines Department claim
thkat the Jorentyne is navigable beyond Tropic Isie -
probably right up to %onotobo (or Governor Light's)
Fells, but certezinly as far as Cow Palls.

(c) On page 3 he suggests that the median line method of
dividing territorisl weters would seem to result in
2 boundary more favourable to us than the one
proposed by the Dutch.
4. ¥r. Shahsbuddeen also draws attention to 2 point
G t&\)%t- that I had fziled to notice on the copy of the aide memdre
sent here - there are only three paragraphs but the last
R ! is numbered "4". This was presumably a typing error?
Ol o, Ve have z complete copy?

5. With regard to statistics about sizes and numbers
of ships using each channel, mentioned by Commander ¥hite
~.\ in his letter to Miss Hutchinson of the Foreign Office of
Q?Qﬂ February 7, a copy of wich Skinner sent me with his letter
\ of February 18, I am informed by our Customs Department that
(é' during 1962, 255 coastal ships from British Guiana, with
2n average displacement of 45 tons nett, used the Eastern

. %. Steepoole, Esg.,
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‘Channel that is: bonyéd apd’

:most "local®™ erafi.  On.reamching Bluff Point,
estuary of the Nickerie River, ships veer towargs

' Springlands.

. 7. B.i.5. Vidal was ubable to complete and bri

%o date the 1 :; 50,000 map -¢f British Guiana in resp
" the left bank of the Corentyne River at the.mot
tieen unsble to £ind out whether it would be )
formal request were made through the linister of
ions) for the Bydrographic Staff of the Transport & Ha
Department to do this =nd, if so, how much work is. i
and how long 1t would teke. The head of the Hydrograpl
Staff is at present stramded in Trinidad after a holiday
there and can not get back because of the strike. . -

8. I em giving a copy of this to the Solicitor G
I am sorry it is illtyped. 1 heve had to do it myself
in circumstances of difficulty.
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