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- Thamk you for your letter of the 9tk September about the
boundary between the continental shelf adjacent to Surinmam and
Britisk Guiana. .
2. Firat, let me say that the letter whioh Revell signed on
oy bokalf on the 24th September om the general queation of the

e

COLONIAL OFFICE q},o %

terma of the araft Treaty on the

boundary between the t

.Countries was actually written
and I am not wery clear why it

before your letter was received,
took 80 lorg to leave the office.

3e The queation now is whether what was paid in that letter
about the continental saelf requires some re-thinking in view
of the Dutch desire to push ahead with an Exchange of Notes ox
that particular aspect, In practice, this is a matter om
whiok there is plainly no difference of principle between
ourselves and the Netherlends authorities. We are both.wedded
to the prineiple of the "median 1ine”, but we have the practicel
difficulty to whish you refer of drawing the lire with absolute
o:rtaht_r, since some of the data on whick it §s to be based

is not beyond question. Oa this therxe are, as I see it, two
possible courses whick we could follow; nemely, we could Ppropoae
the line which Commander Kennedy drew for us last Year as .
being, in our view, the best shot that cam be made at it,
although we would, of course, for this purpose have to imvoke
his eid once more im mrojecting the-line beyond the 25 fathom
line; Or, if need be, we could look to g Physical survey of

. / the
C. M. ARTERSON, ESQ.,
Foreign Offioe.
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the-coaatal areas so far as may be neoessary to establish the
1line beyomd all doubt, Naturally, we would prefer to avoid

the expense of an exercise of this nature if it is at all
nossible to do so, and I suggest that our best course would be
to have the lime projected as beat we can and put it to the
Netherlands authorities as our proposal, and see how thoy re-soct.

ke I very mich agree with you that as the Dutoh are now amxious
%o press ahead with the defining of the boundary of the eomtinental

shelf it would suit us better, rather than proceeding as they
propose to a conclusior by anm Exchange of Notes on that single
issue, to take the line that we would prefer to take this as an
essential part of the draft Treaty as a whole. In other words, we
o H + should now take the same lime on the definition of the econtinertal
_ shelf boundary as they have taken on the matter of the fishing
éu rights on the Corentyne, -
- %6 -
‘éé’ 5. I expect you will have heard that the question of the Treaty
S S and specifically of the continental shelf came up in discussion
= 23 vhich I Yed with the Netherlands Anbassador end the Surinem
;—? 2 Finister - at lunch yesterday. On the matter of the contimental
§g 8helf, we agreed that there was nothing betweem us on how the
— 22 line should be drawn, but there might be the difficulty that T have
H .ﬁ mentioned above, On the matter of the Treaty itself, I mentiomed to
| ig_- I the Ambassador that we were now at an advanced stage of drafting,
-3'_3% : and he then asked me what we were Proposing about the New River
s territory. I thought it best to shy away from this end say that
H 3 our normal approach was to build updn the Agreements of the 1930's
§ g ard to make Ro more than the minor modifications which the simpie
LS Passage of time Qictated, imbluding some reference to fishing rights
g.‘i § on the Corentyne River. < [
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o Wolet it go at that, Put there is, I think, »o
Qoubt that when we ars able to put our draft of the Treaty
to the Natherlands enmthorities the matter of the New River
territory is going to be dragged in by tkem,

Te I fear this can only meam that agreomont on the terms
of the Treaty is something that lies a very long way akead
of us umless we have ourselves same lovers to move matters
& little more mpeedily, Agr t on the boundary of tke
continental shelf might prova useful as suck a lever, so

we ROW kave az addsd rcasom for treating this as pert of the
- Treaty as a whole rather tham as a matter to be dealt with
separately by an Exchange of Notes.

8. I am smding copies of this letter to Ryan at the
Admiralty and Brigadier Walters in the Ministry of Transport

and Civil Aviatiox, .
\/, - M/
(E;%So&ﬂett)

COIMFIDENT JAL
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