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RE: PCA CASE NO. 2023-14-INDUS WATERS TREATY NEUTRAL EXPERT PROCEEDINGS (INDIA V. PAKISTAN) 

Deai· Ms. Mukhe1jee, 
Deai· Mr. Awan, 
Deai· Mr. Akbai·, 

I w1ite on behalf of the Neutral Expe1t in the above-referenced matter. 

2. Agenda, Schedule and other Matters Pertaining to the Fourth Meeting

By letter dated 12 September 2025, having regai·d to India's earlier statements that it would not 
paiticipate in these proceedings going forward, the Neutral Expe1t invited India to indicate by 
10 October 2025 whet.her it int.ends to attend the Fomth Meeting. By letter dated 29 September 2025, 
India submitted that "the Fomth Meeting cannot go ahead and all future proceedings should be kept in 
abeyance." The Neutral Expert replied on 1 October 2015 that the dates for the Fomth Meeting are 
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maintained and the proceedings are not suspended. India has not made any further response. The Neutral 
Expe1t accordingly understands that at this time India does not intend to attend the Fomth Meeting. It is 
therefore appropriate to now proceed to confnm the agenda of the Fomth Meeting on that basis. 

In its letter dated 4 September 2025, Pakistan suggested that, in the event of India's continued non­
engagement, "it may still be useful to reserve up to five days for the Fomth Meeting, on the basis of 
three days of opening submissions by Pakistan, followed by a fallow day to allow Pakistan to prepare 
responses to questions from the Neutral Expert, and a final day of second round oral submissions." The 
Neutral Expe1t is content to proceed in accordance with this proposal, on the basis that the final, fifth 
day will be dedicated to Pakistan's answers to any questions that may be put to it by the Neutral Expe1t 
in the comse of the meeting and that the first three days will be slightly abbreviated to allow the Neutral 
Expe1t sufficient time to consider Pakistan's submissions and prepare questions as needed. The sixth 
day set aside for the Fomth Meeting, 22 November 2025, is hereby vacated. 

The Work Programme provides that the Fomth Meeting will be dedicated (aside from preparations for 
the Second Site Visit, which are not proceeding) to the presentation of India's Memorial and Pakistan's 
Counter-Memorial and questions from the Neutral Expert to the Paities. In view of India's expected 
non-participation in the Fomth Meeting, the Neutral Expe1t wishes to confnm that Pakistan may present 
its Counter-Memoiial, and that questions may be put to Pakistan in relation to the entire record of these 
proceedings, including India's Memo1ial where relevant.. Following the Fomth Meeting, India will be 
invited to make any comments it may have on the meeting transc1ipt in writing. 

Additionally, the Neutral Expe1t hereby directs that any electronic or hard copy materials intended to be 
used by a Pa1ty dming the meeting (e.g. PowerPoint presentations, hand-outs, document bundles) shall 
be provided by e-mail in electronic fo1mat to the Regist1y at least one hom before the meeting session 
in which they ai·e used. The Regist1y shall transmit such materials by e-mail to the Neutral Expert, the 
Technical Assistant, the other Pa1ty and the comt repo1ter. 

3. Pakistan's Request for a Determination and Next Procedural Steps

The Neutral Expert takes note of Pakistan's fo1mal request, set out in its letter dated 1 October 2025, 
"that, notwithstanding India's withdrawal from or non-paiticipation in the proceedings, the Neutral 
Expe1t moves fo1ward expeditiously and as a matter ofmgency to reach a dete1mination on the basis of 
the Paities' fust round written submissions and First Site Visit alone." 

Pakistan fmther requests that the Neutral Expe1t vacate the dates ClllTently rese1ved for India's Reply, 
Pakistan's Rejoinder and the Fifth Meeting, and propose "new, more proximate placeholder dates for a 
rescheduled Fifth Meeting in the event that it may be useful to schedule such a meeting to address any 
issues ai·ising out of or following the Fomth Meeting." 

It is appai·ent from India's recent coITespondence that at this time it does not intend to pa1ticipate in the 
proceedings and hence to file a Reply in accordance with the Work Programme. The Neutral Expe1t 
accordingly vacates the dates cmTently set in the Work Programme for India's Reply, Pakistan's 
Rejoinder and the Fifth Meeting. 
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Yours sincerely, 

=-=e�,1 
Senior Legal Counsel 

cc: For India: 

* * *

AG 542762 
20 October 2025 

Page 3 of 4 

Mr. M. Anand Prakash, Joint Secret.ai Pakistan, Afghanistan and fran Division), Ministiy of 
External Affairs (by e-mail: ) 

Darpan Talwar, Commissioner (Indus), Depa11ment of Water Resources River Develo ment 
and Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministiy of Jal Shakti (by e-mail: ) 

Mr. Harish Salve, KC and Senior Advocate (by e-mail: 
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For Pakistan: 
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Mr. Syed Ali Mllltaza, Federal Secretar ent of Pakistan, Ministiy of Water 
Resources (by e-mail: 

Mr. Syed Muhammad Me ar 
Water Resources b e-mail 

) 
·s, Ministry of

a 1 Ma oo , Genera Manager, Water and Agiiculture Division, National 
Enginee1ing Se1vices Pakistan (NESPAK) (by e-mail: ) 

Mr. Zohair Waheed, Office of the Attome General for Pa stan 
(by e-mail )

Ms. Fatima A. Ma 1 _ 0 ice o t e Attorney General for Pakistan 
(bye-mail:----) 

Mr. Syed Sha�e Minister of Law and Justice, Pakistan 
(by e-mail: 

Sir Daniel Bethlehem KC (b.r -, .ail: 
Prof. Attila Tanzi (by e-mail 
Prof. Philippa Webb (by e-mai: 
Dr. Cameron Miles (by e-mail: 
Mr. Stephen Fietta (by e-mail: 
Ms. Laura Rees-Evans (by e-mai .:
Ms. Miglena Angelova (by e-mail: 
Mr. Abdullah Tar·iq (by e-mail: 
Ms. Charfotte Westbrook (bye- 1 i :  )
Ms. Megan Rippin (by e-mail: 

Neutral Expert and Technical Assistant: 

Mr. Michel Lino, Neutr·al Expe1t (by e-mail:-) 
Mr. Luc Deroo, Technical Assistant to the �ail:-) 




