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Outline

• Overview of  the Indus Basin and the Treaty

• Co-operation and transparency

• The importance of  information-sharing 

• The division of  the waters of  the Eastern and Western rivers, and the 

framework for hydro-electric power on the Western Rivers

• Information-sharing in relation to planned works

• India’s frustration of  the Treaty provisions 
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Overview of  the Indus 

Basin and the Treaty



The Indus Waters Treaty: Key Provisions

Preamble

Art I Definitions Art VII Future Co-operation

Art II Provisions regarding Eastern Rivers Art VIII Permanent Commission

Art III Provisions regarding Western Rivers Art IX Settlement of Differences and 
Disputes

Art IV Provisions regarding Eastern and 
Western Rivers

Art X Emergency Provision

Art V Financial Provisions Art XI General Provisions

Art VI Exchange of Data Art XII Final Provisions

Annexures A–H 4



Annexures A–H: Fur ther Elaborations

Annexure A Exchange of notes between 
the India and Pakistan

Annexure E Storage of waters by India 
on the Western Rivers

Annexure B Agricultural use by Pakistan 
from certain Tributaries of 
the Ravi

Annexure F Neutral Expert

Annexure C Agricultural use by India from 
the Western Rivers

Annexure G Court of Arbitration

Annexure D Generation of hydroelectric 
power by India on the 
Western Rivers

Annexure H Transitional arrangements
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Co-operation and 

Transparency



Key responsibilities of  the Commission: Ar ticles 

VIII and IX

• Facilitate General and Special Tours of Inspection

• Meet “regularly”

• “Report on its work” and submit that report to the Governments 
of  India and Pakistan

• Overall, to “promote cooperation”

• The Commission also has an important role in relation to the 
resolution of disputes, or “questions which arise between the 
Parties”, under Ar ticle IX
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Future co-operation under Article VII 

Article VII 

(1) The two Parties recognize that they have a 
common interest in the optimum development 
of  the Rivers, and, to that end, they declare 
their intention to co-operate, by mutual 
agreement, to the fullest possible extent. […]
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The Importance of  

Information-sharing



Examples of  information-sharing provisions 

under the Treaty 

• Article VII (1)(a) 

• Article VI (1)

• Article VI (2)

• Paragraphs 5 and 6 of Annexure B

• Article IV (8)
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The division of  the 

waters of  the Eastern 

and Western Rivers, 

and the framework for 

hydro-electric power 

on the Western Rivers 



Annexure D: Categories of  Run-of-River Plants

• Hydro-electric plants in operation, or under construction, as on 
the Effective Date (Annexure D, Part 2);

• New Run-of-River Plants, as defined in Paragraph 2(g) of 
Annexure D;

• Small Plants, as defined at Annexure D, Paragraph 18; and

• New Plants located on an irrigation channel, which may be 
constructed and operated without restriction, provided that 
they meet certain requirements (Annexure D, Part 4).
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Information-sharing in 

relation to planned 

works 



Information-sharing in relation to planned works

• Information-sharing in the event of  planned “interference with the waters” 

under Article VII (2);

• Information-sharing under Paragraphs 5 and 6 of  Annexure D (hydro-

electric plants in operation, or under construction, as on the Effective 

Date);

• Information-sharing under Paragraphs 9, 12 and 13 of  Annexure D (new 

Run-of-River Plants); and

• Information-sharing under Paragraph 19 of  Annexure D (Small Plants).
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Information-sharing in the event of  planned 

“interference with the waters” – Ar ticle VII (2)

Ar ticle VII (2)

(2) If  e ither Party plans to construct any engineering work which would cause interference 

with the waters of  any of  the Rivers and which, in i ts  opinion, would affect the other 

Party material ly,  i t  shall  not ify the other Party of  its plans and shal l  supply such data 

relat ing to the work as may be avai lable and as would enable the other Party to inform 

i tself  of  the nature, magnitude and effect of  the work.  If  a work would cause 

interference with the waters of  any of  the Rivers but would not,  in the opinion of  the 

Party planning it,  affect the other Party material ly, nevertheless the Party planning the 

work shal l,  on request,  supply the other Party with such data regarding the nature, 

magnitude and effect, if  any, of  the work as may be avai lable.
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Information-sharing under Paragraphs 9, 12 and 13 

of  Annexure D (new Run-of- River Plants)

Annexure D, Paragraph 9

9. To enable Pakistan to satisfy itself  that the design of  a Plant conforms to 

the criteria mentioned in Paragraph 8, India shall, at least six months in 

advance of  the beginning of  construction of  river works connected with the 

Plant, communicate to Pakistan, in writing, the information specified in 

Appendix II to this Annexure. If  any such information is not available or is 

not pertinent to the design of  the Plant or to the conditions at the site, it 

will be so stated.
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Information-sharing under Paragraphs 9, 12 and 

13 of  Annexure D (new Run-of-River Plants)

• Paragraphs 12 and 13 of  Annexure D also impose a continuing obligation 

on India to furnish information to Pakistan in the event of  any changes in 

the information previously provided to Pakistan.

• Paragraph 12 relates to design alterations.

• Paragraph 13 relates to repairs or alterations carried out in the event of  

an emergency.
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Annexure D, Paragraphs 10 and 11

10. Within three months of  the receipt by Pakistan of  the information specified 

in Paragraph 9, Pakistan shall communicate to India, in writing, any objection 

that it may have with regard to the proposed design on the ground that it does 

not conform to the criteria mentioned in Paragraph 8. If  no objection is received 

by India from Pakistan within the specified period of  three months, then Pakistan 

shall be deemed to have no objection.

11. If  a question arises as to whether or not the design of  a Plant conforms to 

the criteria set out in Paragraph 8, then either Party may proceed to have the 

question resolved in accordance with the provisions of  Artic le IX(1) and (2).
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India’s frustration of  

the Treaty provisions 



The functions of  the Commission 

• Impacts:

i . reduction in the nature and frequency of  Commission meetings;

ii . dramatic reduction in the frequency of  General Tours of  Inspection;

ii i . fail ing to faci l itate Special Tours of  Inspection; and

iv. delays to the settlement of  “questions”.
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The nature and frequency of  Commission meetings 

21L e t t e r  No .  WT(51)/ (8094-A)/PC IW,  f rom  t h e  
PC IW to  t h e  IC IW da t ed  27  Ju l y  2022 ,  P -0218

L e t t e r  No .  WT(51) (8099-A)/PC IW,  f rom  t h e  PC IW 
to  t h e  IC IW da t ed  8  Sep t embe r  2022 ,  P -0219



The nature and frequency of  Commission meetings

First update to Witness Statement 

• Letter No. WT(48)/(8166-A)/PCIW from the PCIW to the ICIW, 

attaching the draft Annual Report, dated 29 May 2024, P-0568

• Letter No. Y-Y-17011/1/2018-IT/2445 from the ICIW to the PCIW 

dated 31 May 2024, P-0569

• “India, Pakistan may hold Indus talks this month”, Times of  India , 

dated 10 June 2024, P-0570 
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General Tours of  Inspection

23L e t t e r  No .  WT(51)/ (7669-A)/PC IW f rom  t h e  
PC IW to  t h e  IC IW da t ed  9  Ju l y  2018 ,  P -0185

L e t t e r  No .  WT(45)/ (7682-A)/PC IW f rom  t h e  PC IW 
to  t h e  IC IW da t ed  28  Sep t embe r  2018 ,  P -0192



The settlement of  questions

24

Statement of  Syed Muhammad Mehar Al i  
Shah, PER-01,  paragraph 72



India’s frustration of  the Treaty provisions 

The provision of  information

• Provision of data regarding the construction of HEPs

• Provision of Hydrological Data

• Provision of Flood Information

25



Flushing of  Salal HEP

Second update to Witness Statement 

26Video report from JKUpdate dated 28 May 2024 , P-0575






Breach of  the 1978 Treaty by India

Second Update to Witness Statement 

27

Agreement Between the 
Government of  the Islamic 

Republic of  Pakistan and the 
Government of  the Republic 

of  India Regarding the 
Design of  the Salal Hydro-
Electric Plant on the Chenab 

River Main, PLA-0053



Concluding remarks
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