Annex 13:
Joint letter from the Parties to the Commission of 21 October 2016



Mr Garth Schofield

Legal Counsel

Permanent Court of Arbitration
Peace Palace

Carnegieplein 2

2517 KJ The Hague

The Netherlands

21 October 2016

By email: gschofield@pca-cpa.org

Dear Sir,

PCA Case No. 2016-10 — Conciliation between The Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste and the
Commonwealth of Australia

We refer to the Commission’s Proposal on Confidence-Building Measures provided to the Parties
following the conclusion of the recent ex parfe meetings held in Singapore from
10-13 October 2016.

In accordance with the Commission’s Proposal, please find attached correspondence from the
Parties to the respective Arbitral Tribunals in the Timor Sea Treaty Arbitration and the Article 8(b)
Arbitration, requesting the suspension of those proceedings from 21 October 2016 until

20 January 2016.

The Parties would be grateful if you would communicate this letter and the attached
correspondence to the Commission.

Yours faithfully,
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Ms Elizabeth Exposto John Reid
Chief Executive Officer First Assistant Secretary
Maritime Boundary Office Office of International Law
Attorney-General’s Department
Deputy Agent for Timor-Leste Agent for Australia

e.exposto@gfm.tl john.reid@ag.gov.au




Mr Garth Schofield

Legal Counsel

Permanent Court of Arbitration
Peace Palace

Carnegieplein 2

2517 KJ The Hague

The Netherlands

21 October 2016

By email: gschofield@pca-cpa.org

Dear Sir,

PCA Case No. 2013-16 — Arbitration under the Timor Sea Treaty — Timor-Leste v Australia

We are under joint instructions to notify the Tribunal that the Parties have decided to suspend these
proceedings from today’s date until 20 January 2017. This suspension implements one important
element of recent proposals put forward by the Commission in the conciliation proceedings initiated
under Article 298 and Annex V of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.

During the period of suspension, neither Party will make any submission or application to the
Tribunal or seek orders from the Tribunal designed to advance these proceedings.

The Parties also wish to place on record that the above suspension is without prejudice to the position
of either of them in respect of the dispute underlying the arbitration or in respect of their procedural or
substantive rights when the period of suspension comes to an end.

The Parties would be grateful if you would communicate this letter to the Tribunal.

Yours fajithfully,
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John Reid
Ambassador of Timor-Leste to the UK First Assistant Secretary
Embassy of the Timor-Leste in London Office of International Law
Portland House Attorney-General’s Department
Bressenden Place 3-5 National Circuit
London SWIE 5RS Barton, Australian Capital Territory 2600
UNITED KINGDOM AUSTRALIA
Agent for Timor-Leste Agent for Australia

j.fonseca@tlembassy.co.uk john.reid@ag.gov.au




Mr Garth Schofield
Legal Counsel
Permanent Court of Arbitration
Peace Palace
Carnegieplein 2
2517 KJ The Hague
The Netherlands
21 October 2016

By email: gschofield@pca-cpa.org

Dear Sir,

PCA Case No. 2015-42 — Arbitration under the Timor Sea Treaty — Timor-Leste v Australia

We are writing to notify the Tribunal in the abovementioned proceedings that the Parties have decided
to suspend these proceedings as of 21 October 2016 until 20 January 2017. This suspension
implements one important element of the proposals put forward by the Commission in the conciliation
proceedings initiated under Article 298 and Annex V of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.

We note that in accordance with the Parties correspondence to the Tribunal of 23 September 2016,
Australia submitted its Application for the Production of Documents from the ConocoPhillips
Arbitration on 14 October 2016. Timor-Leste is due to submit its response on 28 October 2016.

.Given, however, that this agreed suspension is effective as of 21 October 2016, Timor-Leste now has
insufficient time to complete its responsive submission. Accordingly, the Parties agree that Timor-
Leste will make its responsive submission within seven days of the lifting of the suspension.

During the period of suspension, neither Party will make any submission or application to the
Tribunal or seek orders from the Tribunal, nor engage in any action designed to advance these
proceedings.

The Parties would be grateful if you would communicate this letter to the Tribunal.

Yours faithfully,
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Ambassador Pierre-Richard Prosper John Reid

Arent Fox LLP First Assistant Secretary, Office of International Law

555 West Fifth Street, 48th Floor Attorney-General’s Department

Los Angeles, California 90013 3-5 National Circuit

USA Barton, Australian Capital Territory 2600
AUSTRALIA

Co-Agent for Timor-Leste Agent for Australia

Pierre.Prosper@arentfox.com john.reid@ag.gov.au
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