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Introduction to the Compendium of Oil Concession Maps 
 

 

The attached maps prepared by Petroconsultants were copied at the U.S. 

Library of Congress. 

It will be noted that Petroconsultants’ practice is to prepare separate maps for 

Guyana and Suriname/French Guiana. 

The maps of Guyana only show Guyana’s concessions, but those maps also 

indicate the maritime boundary positions of Guyana and Suriname.  Likewise, the 

Suriname/French Guiana maps show only the concessions of those respective 

countries, but also show the maritime boundary positions of Guyana and Suriname. 

Those maps are widely utilized in the petroleum industry and in petroleum 

publications and leave no doubt that there is an area of overlapping maritime 

boundary claims between Suriname and Guyana.   

The use of those commercial petroleum industry maps by Suriname in this 

Annex and elsewhere in this Memorandum on Preliminary Objections, dated 23 May 

2005, does not constitute Suriname's recognition or acceptance of the illustrated land 

boundaries between Guyana, Suriname and French Guiana. The submission of those 

maps is without prejudice to Suriname's position on those land boundaries. 

Memorandum of Suriname 
Annex 34 



 

 

 

Determining a Transition Point Between Riverbank and Ocean Coast on an 
Arcing Headland Using Geometric Principles 

 

Suriname’s position is that a transition point between riverbank and ocean 

coast on an arcing headland can be determined by using the following four-step 

geometric method that is depicted on the accompanying map. 

First, the final sections of bank or coast that do not form the headland are 

identified.  In this situation, those sections are the easternmost section of Guyana’s 

ocean coast that maintains a constant bearing, and the northernmost section of the 

Corantijn River’s left bank that maintains a constant bearing.   

Second, the general directions of those sections are determined.  The general 

directions of the left bank of the Corantijn River and Guyana’s ocean coast are 

indicated with solid lines on the map.   

Third, those general directions are extended toward each other to an 

intersection point, or vertex.  In this way the two lines of general direction create an 

angle opening back toward the headland.   

Fourth, the bisector of the angle formed by the general directions is drawn 

from the vertex back toward the headland.  The transition point between the riverbank 

and the ocean coast is the point where the angle bisector intersects the shore. 

The application of this method to the western headland of the Corantijn River 

is depicted on the accompanying map.  The transition point is located at 06° 08’ 32” 

N, 57° 11’ 22” W. 
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