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1982 UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION

ON THE LAW OF THE SEA

IN THE DISPUTE CONCERNING
THE MARITIME BOUNDARY
BETWEEN GUYANA AND SURINAME

GUYANA v. SURINAME

NOTIFICATION UNDER ANNEX VH, ARTICLE 3 (¢) OF UNCLOS
REGARDING APPOINTMENT TO THE ARBITRAL TRIBUNAL
WITH RESERVATION

23 MARCH 2004



Memorandum of Suriname
Annex 1

1982 UNCLOS-ANNEX VII ARBITRATION

NOTIFICATION

Subject to and without waiving its right to assert that an arbitral tribunal appeinted
pursuant o Annex VII of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
would lack jurisdiction for the reasons, infer alia, (i) that the parties have not yet
exhausted an exchange of views pursuant to Part XV of that Convention, (i) that
the Republic of Guyana has not made every effort to enter into provisional
arvangements of a practical nature, as required by Articles 74 and 83 of that
Ccavention, and (iif) that all or part of the dispute between the parties may not
properly be within the jurisdiction of such an arbitral tribunal, the Republic of
Suriname bereby appoints pursuant to Article 3(c) of Anmex VI, Professor Hans
Swit as 2 member of the arbitral tribunal and expressly reserves the right to present

its views with regard fo jurisdiction and amy other preliminary maiters to the full
arbitral tribunal when it is constituted.

Ry {fully submitted,

e

Hon. Maria E. Levens
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Republi¢ of Suriname

Agent

Paul C. Saunders

Hans R. Lim A Po

Co-Agenis

23 March 2004
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No. 672/EvFK/HRL/SK

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Suriname presents its compliments to
the Embassy of the Republic of Guyana and has the honor to tequest the Embassy’s
assistance in transmitting to the Government of the Republic of Guyana the atiached

communication in reference to the Embassy’s Note no. 24/2004/DG of February 24,
2004,

4

The Ministry of Foreign A ffairs would appreciate if the enclosed letter to His Excellency

Bharat Jagdeo, President of the Republic of Guyana from his Excellency Runaido Ronald
Venetiaan, President of the Republic of Sutiname could be transmitted to its highest
destination. .

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Suriname avails itself of this

opportunity to renew to the Embassy of the Republic of Guyana the assurances of its
highest consideration.

Paramaribo, March 23, 2004
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His Excellency Bharrat Jagded
President of the Republic of Guyana
Office of the President )
Georgetown

Guyana. -

Paramaribo, 23 March, 2004

Excellency,

The Government of Suriname has received your Notification regarding your invocation
of the arbitration provisions of the United Nations Law of the Sea Convention in relation
to the dispute concerning our maritime areas.

Since the discussions in the-Joint Border Commissions of the two countries were still in
progress, this action is viewed as prematuré and not in the spirit of our cooperation
expressed during your visit to Suriname in 2002,

It has been the understanding, an understanding that was reiterated on numerous
occasions, that every effort would be made to resolve our differences in a peaceful and
good neighborly fashion, on a bilateral level.

In this respect I would like to bring to mind especially the moment when, under the
auspices and good offices of the Prime Minister of Jamaica, a memorandum of
understanding had been drawn up, after extensive discussions between high level parties
of both sides. The momentum reached at this point was lost because of the fact that the
Guyana delegation did not find themselves in a position to sign or even initial said
memorandum,
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Notwithstanding this setback, on the occasion of your visit to Suriname in January 2002,
we discussed the issue of hydrocarbon resources. We decided at that time to request the
Border Commissions to look at best practices and modalities that could assist the
Governments in the taking of a decision regarding eventual joint exploration. It was
agreed to establish a Subcommittee of the Joint Suriname and Guysna Border
Caommissions to address this issue.

The Subcommitiee and the Joint Border Commissions met several times during 2002 -
2003. Throughout these discussions, Guyana fook the position that any agreement should -
cover both exploration and exploitation of resources in the disputed maritime area.
Suriname was of the opinion that no arrangement concerning exploration and/or
exploitation of natural resources can be reached unless both parties have at their disposal
the most complete geological and geophysical information available so that they can
negotiate on a ‘level playing field. Suriname has repeatedly requested access to the
information Guyana has gathered and has made clear its willingness to reciprocate.

Although Guyana agreed to provide such information following a mesting over a year
ago, Guyana did not provide that information, but instoad initinted the arbitration
proceeding. . .

We may have been aware of obstacles, but I would have expected direct communication
from you had you felt that the bilateral path to provisional arrangements of a practical
nature was being exhausted. )

I take this opportunity to iriform you that I have requegted the Secretaﬁat of CARICOM
to allow for the agenda of the upcoming meeting of the Heads of Government to include
this issue. i _

We will, of course, fully comply with our obligations as a signatory of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea.

I would point out that the Convention calls upon State parlies to attempt to resolve their
differences through negotiation and cooperation. It also calls upon parties {0 make every
effort to reach provisional arrangements of a practical nature in a spirit of understanding
and cooperation: We have attempted to do so. We believe that it is.important that any
negotiated resolution, if one is possible, must take into account the historical relationship
of our countries, geological and geophysical realities, political dimensions and, above all,
fundamental and total fairness and understanding as that term is used in the Convention.

Although we are disappointed that Guyana has chosen this route rather than to continue
to negotiate with us, we are confident that in the end. we will prevail in the arbitration.

/&ff’\(/ — —
RUNALDC RONALD VENETIAAN
President of tlie Republic of Suriname
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X

NOTUTEN VAN DE DERDE ZITTING VAN DE OQMMISSIE BERAST
MBT HET BEPATEN VAN DE GRENS TUSSCHEN SURINAME EN
BRITSCH GUIANA.

De derde bijeenkomst ven de Gemengde Commisgie werd
gehoudon te Belem, in de Staat Pard, Buazilie, gp den gen en
twintigsten Daegember 19%8. De volgende leden waren aanwazig:

Nederlandsohe Afdeeling Britgohe Afidesling

Vice-Admiraal bsd. G,C. Kayser Majoor K.M. Papworthk M.C.,R.E.

M¥r, G. A. Hudson.

1. Ma joor Papmorth, de zitting openende, wees op paragraafl
.5 van het Rapport betreffende het oprichtien van het Baken asn het
Noordelijke einde van de grems tusschen Suringme en Britsch Gulena,
gedateerd 6 Juli 1936, en deslde mede, dat genoemd Baken dlenover-
eenkomstig was opgerioht op 0G° §8' 45".7 Noorder Bregdte en w-=-=-
6Y° OB'.52",7 West Greenwioh.

B, Het Baken is gelegen op een open stuk onbebouwd land on=-
geveer 1400 meters Noord ven Village 63 tBanab); Merk B, bedosld
in pavagrasf 4(b) ven bovengenoemd Repport, light in rechiwijzende -
peiling Noord 10° Qost van het Baken, op ongeveer dertig meters
afatend; in de zelfde peiling 1igt de spring-lasguaterlijn op on-
geveer 530 meters vem het Baken. Het Baken is van hout gabouwd,
in den vorp van een driekentige piramide, 10 neters hoog, op een
basis waarven de zijden 10 meters lang zijn en het is wit gesghil-
deyd, Op 5 meters boven den grond 38 een platvorm aangabracht en
vanaf een hoogte van 7 meters tot aan den top van het Baken is op
de zijden een houten beplanking aangebraghi.

3, De Commissie besloot aan haar respactieve Regeeringen
asn te bevelsn regelingen te treffen voor periodieke inspecties
en voor het onderhoud van het Bakeu. '

4, De Qommissisleden vergeleken en verifieerden ook de
kaarten op de sohalen 1/100,000 en 1/604000 betreffende hat Zul-~
delijke eindpunt ven de grena tusschen Surineme en Britsgh Guiang
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§ Guiana esn de Boven-Eutari. Nadat deze kaarten-juist waren be-

vonden wexden zij onderteakend.

6, Nadat het aen de Commissie opgedraegen werk aldus beein-.

d4gd was, werd overeengekomen, dat genocemde dopumenten zoo spoedig

mogelijk aen de respactieve Regesringen zouden woyden ingediend,
De zitting werd daarna gesloten verkleard.

/’A;Z u{a—'z”"”"’w
e
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. MINUTE
OF THE THIRD CONFERENCE OF THE MIXED COMMISSION FOR THE
DEFINITION OF THE BOUNDARY BETWEEN BRITISH GUIANA AND SURINAM.

The Third lMeeting of the Mixed Commisslon was held
at Belem, in the State of Paré, Brazil, on the 21st December 1938.
The members present were as follows:-

British Section. . Netherlands Section.

Me jor K,M.Papworth, M.C., R.E. Vice-Admiral C.C.Keyser, (Retd).
Mr. C.A,Hudson.

1. Major Papworth, in opening the Conference, referred
to paragraph 5 of the Inauguration Report of the Mark at the
Worthern Terminal of the British Guiana-Surinesm boundary, dated
July-sth 1936, and reported that the Beacon mentioned therein
had been duly erected at Latitude 05° 59' 45.,7" North and
Longitude 57° 08! 52.7" West of Greenwich.

DESCRIPTION OF THE BEACON.

2. The Beacon is sltuated on a plece of open waste
1and sbout 1400 mebtres North of Village 63 (Benab). Mark B,
referred to in paragraph 4 (b) of the sbove-mentloned
Insuguration Report, is on a true bearing of 10° East from the
Beacon and sbout 30 metres from it; on the ssme bearing the low-
water line (Springs) is asbout 520 metres distant from the beacon.
The Beacon is built of timber, in the shape of a triengular R
pyramid, 10 metres high, on a base of which the sidea ere 10
netres long, end is painted white. At 5 metres above the ground
level there is o platform, and from a height of 7 metres to the
top of the Baacﬁn the sides are covered with wooden slats.

3. The Commissioners agreed to recommend to thelr
respective Governments that arrangameﬁta ghould be made for the

periodical inspection and meintenance of thils Beacon.
4, The Commisslioners.
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4, The Commissioners then compared and verified the
maps on the scales of 1/100,000 snd 1/50,000, illustrating the
Southern terminal of the British Gulana-Surinam boundary at i
the Kutarl source. These having been found correet were
duly signed.

. 5. The worlk entrusted. to the Commilssioners having
thus been completed, it was agreed that the documents should

be handed over to their reapective Governments as soon as possible.

The Conference was then declared closed.

VVFM. s

Ty
P ,} YIS .:J- i orings® 5 5



Memorandum of Suriname
Annex 3

;tt.'l' uaau St . ! a e -I Lo S ..,—....T -

I

T {-"-

ferh facridng £ ddoa 355 o vl p3TE)

TLIGLL [ Lo =

gl,aj_i.l_'x:v JPU0fIEN FIL - 2L

oy AMEER

i Faang “AUSETAR

£ ueniu
croksan

Fgno| APIaN

1 =iy

|i




Memorandum of Suriname
Annex 3

No. A 1082/21

Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his -
compliments to His Excellency the Netherlands Ambassador and has the honour to
inform him of the following.

The Netherlands Government will recall that attempts have been made
over a number of years to conclude a Treaty for the final definition of the boundary
between British Guiana and Surinam. The British Guiana Government have now
informed Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom that they would like
negotiations to be reopened as soon as possible, so that the Treaty can be concluded
before the territory attains independence in May 1966.

The British Guiana Government have suggested that the negotiations
should have as their basis the draft treaty transmitted to the Government of the
Netherlands by Her Majesty’s Embassy at the Hague on the 21st of December, 1961 (and
referred to in Foreign Office Note No. A.1082/13 of the 11th of September, 1963) with
amendments to Articles I and VII of that draft. The purpose of these amendments is to
provide for the division of the territorial sea, the contiguous zone and the continental
shelf along the median line; this would accord with the conclusion of the 1956
Conference on the Law of the Sea and with settlements of a similar nature concluded
since then, Three copies of the amended British draft treaty are enclosed.

Her Majesty’s Government hope that the Netherlands Government and the
Government of Surinam will agree to negotiations opening on this basis and that it will
be possible to arrange for these to take place on the earliest date convenient to all
concerned.

FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1

29 November, 1965
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¥/3504/66

Her Majesﬁy's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairse presents his compliments te the Netherlands Ambassador
and has the honour to refer to his Note Verbale of the
3rd of February, 1966, about the boundary between Surinam and
British Guiana,

Her Majesty's Government share the view of the Netherlands
Government that negotiations on the delimitation of the frontier
between Surinam and British QGuiasna should be begun as soon as
possible, particularly in view of the forthcoming independence
of British Guiana, They regret, however, that they cannot
accept the views of the Netherlands Government as to the basis
on which the negotiations should taske place, In particular
they must reassert that in their view the sea-boundary should be
determined in accordance with the principle of equidistance as
set out in Article VII of the draft Treaty presented to the
Netherlands Government on the 29th of November, 1965. They must
further state that they are unable to accept that the New River
constitutes the continuation of the River Corentyne and that it
should therefore be regarded as the frontier river. Her
Majesty's Government have already protested at the decree of
the Surinam Government of the 5th of May, 1965 to rename the
New Ri#ér, which lies entirely within‘the territory of British
Guiana, as the "Upper Corentyne". They cannot accept that this
decree of the Surinam Government constitutes a basis fer
establishing, or supporting a claim or basis of claim by the

/Netherlands
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Netherlands Government to sovereignty over the territory lying
between the Kutari and New Rivers. The Netherlands Government
are aware that Her Majesty's Government are in no doubt
whatsoever as to their sovereignty over this territory; and the
latter note that on several occasions in the past the
Netherlands Government have formally recognised this position,
as for example in their aide-memoire of the 4th of August, 1931,
which began as follows:-

"The Netherlands Government, although not accepting all

the statements made by the British Government in their
Note No. W10814/383/29 of 18 October 1930, is prepared
to recognise the left bank of the Corentyne and the
Kutari as the frontier between Surinam and British
Guiana, both rivers to be recognised as Netherlands
territory".

In the light of the foregoing, Her Majesty's Government in
the United Kingdom consider that talks between experts of the
kind suggested by the Netherlands Government would be premature
until the Governments concerned have reached broad agreement on
the besis for the boundary. The question of the boundary
between Surinam and British Guiana was recently discussed between
the Prime Minister of Surinam and the Prime Minister of British
Guiana in Paramaribo, and at the end of their discussions they
anneuneed'thEir agreement on procedure for pursuing'disauséiens
dirvectly between the two Governments on the guestion. Her
Majesty's @overnment consider that as a first step towards é
settlement, the two Governments should pursue informal

/discussions
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discussions with a view to fipding a satisfactory basis for
agreement, which could then be considered by the respective
metropolitan governments and incerporated into a formal
instrument, It would then be possible for experts to work
out the details for the demarcation of the frontier, and if
considered desirsble, to draw up a boundary register as )
éuggested in paragraph 7 of the Netherlands Ambassador's Note
Verbale of the 3rd of February.

Foreign Office, S, W. 1.
1§ March; 1966.
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CUmMMUNIQURE

Informal discussions wers hald at Chaguaramas, -

Trinidad end *obago batusen the Prime fiinfster of Guyana.-

Tha Honourable L. F. S. Burnham, snd the Prims Nlniatsr of
Surinam - Dr. the Honourable Julass Sadnay, on Thursday 9th

- and Fridsy 10th April, 1970. Accompanying Mr. Burnham at A

H s
.,‘\

tne talke were the Attorney Genaral and Ninistar af State -

-~

The Honourable S. S, Ramphal, S.E., and. Guyana's Conaul g{ ;.{'

Gensral in Paramaribo - Mr. y, 0. R. Kandall. Accumpanying ll

Dr. Sedney at the talks were Mr. H. R. Lim & Po, Chairmanvaﬁf
the Natiovnal Border Commission and Mr. R. A. Kampsruaen,hﬁ.P.; ﬁﬁ

Chairman of the Parliamentary Border Commission,. .

e

Tereta .-.'_‘t :l'. ;..-:
In their talks, the Prime Ministers discussad axisting

problems regarding the border batween Guyana and Surlnam ag’ WTf;?

well as a number of mattaers of common lnterest to the two

countries. Thay agrﬂed tu promote’ understanding and goudmill-

batwsen the pwoples of. the two cuuntrias and to atrangthen tha )

tradltlonal Fr;endships that hava 9x1ated betwsen Guyana and

L L T T I

LN PRRIE ol i : .
i LA e BGUE ll' e

Sdrinem. ) :
L ST TR
With a view to ensuring peacaful ralatiuna batwsen tha

two countries. the Prime flinisters agresd in principls thab_'
there should bs an early damllitarleation of the burder area o
Guyana and Surinam in the region of the Upper Corantyna, and tﬂ
the promotion of practical Co-operation batyeen Guyana and"

Surinam 'in the economic and cultural fislds, They antartain

the axpactetion that such cu~oparat10n would gxtend to: éctivity‘

activity in the sbovementianad raglone .., z‘,Lq— .
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_would promote a climate of gdod‘rélatidna between Cuyéngluﬂﬁ

Y g H

Memorandum of Suriname
Annex 5

-

plans for tha effective implemsntation of thess proposals, ... .,
and that their meeting should commence not later than Juns.

15, 1970. Thase plans sitould be submitted to the two ) ;;~; :3

Governments end will provide the basis for a further mesting
batwaen tha Prime Minleters at which deciaiuns uill ba taken -

. - Jetia b [T

on a programme of implementation. ~

ar 1 .

The Prime Ministers alac agreed that the discuaaians

between the parties which began in London in 1966 ahnuld be

1
.

resumed in the then existing spirit. . .- i 1-“;"9_'-‘£rf

Prime Minister Burnham and Primé Niniatag.éednay placedéav
on record thelr appreciation of the gqood ;ffices of thp Pdim;\ﬁ‘
Minister of Trinidad and Tobago'--Dr.'tha Right Honaugabla :
Eric Williems - which mede the meating poaaibla and of the - i

facllities provided by the Guvarnmant of Trinidad and Tobago

i - : I L

The Prime Mlniatars expressed the hape that the

discussions end the sgreement reached at their cunclusinn

and Syrinam end would prepars the way for o new era ofii«

friendship snd co-~opsrationsbatween the two cbuntries;éii
i ﬁuili&ﬁimh S L
' Signedt

regt 1( el L‘u'«u'f'a;. 7eS

CROW'S NEST, | .
Chaguarsmas,

Trinldad and, Tohego. M_-{f‘w onp

nP- ”niuulLu .'
o T rES = qornham)
I T S P S PR NS FETTY "HJ[ T HUH flr-l-‘!ﬁf.]'fl‘\tit’Prima ﬂi'ni tﬁr, GU}"BnE

Vo

YRR TEL Y (]ijﬂ l[«f"\L

rteendile e o »LmL'

10th April, 19?0.
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ASG/017/89

The Zmbassy of the Republic of Suriname presents its
comoliments to the Ministry of Forsign Affairs of the
Co-operative republic of Guyzna anc has the honour to
acknowledge receipt of the latter's note of January 11,
1989 (no reference number), '

The EZmbassy wishes to acdvise that the contents of the note
has been brought to the zttention of the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs 'of Surinaue and other relevant authorities,

Tre Zmbassy would zlso like to draw the Ministry's
attention to the fact that the western sea boundary of the
Republic of Suriname is formed by the lire K 10° £ drawvn
from latituze 5° 59! 33" and 1ongitude_57° 08" 51" W,
fhe Zmbsassy, however, has made its inguiries and is fully
prezared to provice any information rezarding granting of
o any contract .tTQ oil compsanies in any area oifshore close
to the western sea bouncary of tane Iepublic of 3Suriname
as statec above,

The Empassy ol the Azpuolic of Suriname avails itseli of
this opportunity to renew to the linistry of Foreign
Affairs of tre Co-operative depublic of Guyana the assur-
ances of its hizrest considsration.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Takuba Lodge
3outn Hoad

Georgetown
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AGREED MINUTES

¥rom May 17 through May 18, 1895 the Border Commiszioma of
tiuyana and Suriname respesctively, had their inaugural acating
in Paramaribo, Suriname.

The discussions were held in a friendly atmosphere and in the

spirit of mutual cooperation.

The following adenda was approved:
t. Introductory remarks by Minister Subhas Mungra of
Forcign Affairs. . )
. Opening remarks by Mr. 'L.F. Ramdat Misi?r, Chairman of the
: sﬁrﬁvnmr*hmtunai”ﬁvrﬁcrﬂﬁﬂmr?s1on. T T f““_“f““"”"

I

3. Remarks by Me. H. Ramkarran, Chatrman of tho GUVﬂﬂl

National Border. Lommlsslon._

"4, Rules of Proccdure.

5. Terms of Refmrence.

fi. Any olLher business.

fules of procedure.

i. Ple\lton of Co- Chairmen.
Tt was agreed that the host-chairman of iho respectivn
bordercomnissions will ¢hair the meating. i

2. Preparation of minutes.
T {s agreed that the agreed minutes will only vecnrd tha
decisions taken in the meeting and will be preparcd in
Endlish and Dutch.

3. Frequency of meetings.
1t. is agreed that the BDordercommissions meeil ax aften as
nccessary, but at least once a year.
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. e
t

G—-18—95 FRI 12:44 SUR.EMB. - - P.aes

5 Terms of Reference _
The meeting endorsed ithe Terms of Reference of the lacder
(fommissions as previously set out by the Covernwent of
Muriname, namely to resume the London-Conference of Jane 23,
1966 regarding the border negotiations between Suripause and
Guyana, as well as conduct consultations on the bilatrral
sideward-maritime boundaries in the territorial scu &l the
mxclysive gsea and the gxolusive cecononic zone between Sucinnme

and Guyana.
-
6. Any other business
It was sgreed that the next meeiing will be held ju the week
uf 12 november,- 1995 in Georgetown, Guyana. )
The precise date will be established by béth parties, sphject’
1o confirmation.. I : - '
The Chairman of the Guyana _ The Chairman of the Suviaume
#2tirnal Border Commission, " National Border Commission,
\/ £77; -‘X—. F A f
;- - 13 :‘-J.'\.WQMG\C_% /”' ‘ [&“\’ 4ot s, ‘s

M:. 1 Ramkarran Mr. L.F. Ramdat Misior

Paramaribo, May 18, 19w,
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%

SECOND JOINT MEETING OF THE GUYANA AND SURINAME -
) NATIONAL BORDER COMMISSIONS
Georgetown, Guyana’
" January 31 - February 1 1996

«
-

AGREED MINUTES

The Second Joint Meeting of .thé.. Guya'na and Suriname
National Border Commissio'ns convened in . Georgetown, ‘Guyana from
'Wednesday, January 31 to 'I'hursday, February 1, 1996. The 'Meeti;ig
was formally declared open by “the Hon. Clement Rohee, M.P., Senior
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guya.na'..

The Guyana Na.‘t_ional.'Border_ Commission was chaired by Mr.
Hari.. Narayan Ra.ﬁkarran while ~the Sﬁriname National Border
Commission was cha1red by Mr. Lachmipersad Frederik Ramdat Mlsler,

‘who also ma.de an address at the openlng ceremony.

The dlscusuuons were held in a frlendly atmo:.phere and in -

-

fhe spirit of mufual cooperatlon. . : ; -
The .M’eeting heax;c.l Opening Statements from the Chairmen of

the Guyana and'Suriir{amé National Border Commiséibns, which formed
" the bases for further discussions.

The Meetlng heard a proposal from the Chairman of the
Guyana Nat:.ona.l Border Commission and four proposa.ls from his
Surinamese counterpart. o

The Parties agreed to study those .a.spe'c':ts of the
proposals made pzhiéh in their opinion seem usefui in seei{ing a
solution to the existing problem and to- consult in the int'er;rening
‘period before the -convening of the Third Joint Meeting, on any

related aspects which may need further clarlflcat:.on, and to
respond if netessary.
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It was further agreed that the Third Joint Meeting of the
Guyana and Suriname N;é.tional Border Conmnmissions will be held in

Paramaribo at a date to be agreed upon through diplomatic channels.

o .

Done in Georgetown, Guyana, this [ day of February, 19396,

in the English and Dutch languages, both texts being equally

authentic.

B Y N (A TN

S RN R e _‘_‘a\ .
H. N. Ramkarran . o L. F. Ramdat Misier,
Chairman, T Chairman, .
Guyana National ) Suriname National

Border Commission. ' Border Commission.
s . N -
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(s . WESTERN DEPARTMENT Z 6477

. 1949] NETHERLANDE

PR

wsi |z 6477/1081/29

FROM Colonial §ffiecs
ONmMunicateds

Draft tre&tg for the delimitation of the Guiama
Surinam border,

Copy of Colonial Office despatch No. 150 of

N October 1st to the Officer administering the
6001 3/49 Govt. of British Guigna. Encloses copy of draft
revised treaty. Refers to Forveign Office ketter
Dated  30/9/19 7 &

of 15th Sept. (2 5765/1081/29)%

Received

in R:g!'uryl 3/10/49

Last Paper (Minuter)

19 | -

/ot

(Print)

(How dispomd of)

(Action (Index) .
complsted)

i W\\\Q '\ﬁw ‘

‘Next Paper :

26596 . |
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{2 B5765/1081/29) -

PRATY TREATY

Hig #ejenty the ding of Jrest britalin, Irelarnd
and the Bpritish Dominions bayond the sones, and
Rapr Sajesty the wusen of the fetherlands,

Owairing that the frontier totwsen Jurinam and
Spitish Guisna shall be cleorly dei'inad snd that provision
shell be made with regerd to the azercise of rights over
rivers which 1ie alony the frontter, have decided to conclude
a ireaty for thic purpese and have sccerdingly sppeinted as ithelyr
#lendrotentiorice:

Hin 2ajesty The Xing of OGroni Britain, Ireland
gnd the Britigh Yemintons beyer? the ‘ens, (hereinstter
raforred to 68 Bis Hajesty The Xing}

#or Oyepat BErifain snd Rorthern Tralond:

R A N I N A N N I I

_Her Haujeaty the -uvesn of the Yetherlands:

who having commanicsted to sneh elber thelr sll povern
Pound in geod.and due form save eyr ed aw fallowa:-
Artiele 1.

(1) The boundary between Zpritish fulens snd
Gupinam shall be fopmesd by the line of the Lef't ounk of
the Giver Courantyne fram the ues sapthwards to w point
neor 1%s sourde. here # side channol (1dabu; existe,
the laft bank of the river iv the hank of the mest
i1eftward chennel which nermally containe water at all
seasens of the year.

/(2.
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.. ihe Natlonal Archives ____ RN
' 20361\%

;_ "mmx.@%%m
)'z’! Ji 51 [T
“PulblizRecords lpaliet: L

{2) Tha Begisning of the left bank ef the River
donprentyns ot the sas shell Lo the polnt &% which Zhe
ppolongation of she line joining two conerete marks,
nu the Left bank of the Xivey Ceoarantyne, intersects
ths phoye-line. Un thir aseams linc whioh has a Spne
bouring 109 Kust of true dorth, a large Srisngular
wooden beacon, 10 wmetres high, visible rrow thé veG,
kas boen erectod. The ugnroximates pesition eof the
more gosward of the two ooncrebe merks isi-

Latitude $959'53.87 Horth.
ilongitude 57°08751,5" Yeat of Greenich.

(3) Yhe river named by Hchogburgh the River Kutsri
shelil be considered to cpnetitute the apper reaches of
the River Coursntyns, 2nd *he boundary shall follow the
1aft Bank of the prinaipasl course sff the Kutari,

(L) That brunes of the #iver Kutari which wes found
to be $the longest dy the Hixad “onmt sgion spsointed for
the fixing of the Southern Perminal of the Boundary, shall
be deoemed te be ite principal couree, ivrospeative of sny
futurs changes in the hesdwators of hhe Fiver Buteri.

srbicle 2.

1)  %pom 5 peint on the urincipsl course of the
River Kutsri, cbout 350 ¥otres Last of Lt seurce, the bhoundary
shall leave the left bank of the Hi.er Auteri, snd shall
roiiow the tentre of & ton..e of rack iv ¢ genepsl .%,5.
aivection to & concrele wark crected on the wateruhed between
the badins af ithe Amezon and of the Joursniyns. Thin mark
{o agstent 320 metres op a true beariny of 1620 from the
point of deperture of the Boundary Trom uhe yrinsipal courss

of the Hiver Zubtari,

/(2)
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"""j"‘rhe National Archives A R .
zozeug .
{2} “his mark is duild ou fop of a lerge Lure rvok
surPaes, snd (68 approxiunte position iaie
Lelituye AT 581 S8, ¢ Bavik
SonRA LA A5 28! ZL7.5 et aff drsenwich
eigbt a%ove Sil.. . 6% Mugtres.
{3} 7bis merk ochall conkinue te define the golut of
aﬁﬂvurganeeher tho Mrontier of Br-tiren fHulass and Jorianm
with ahed ¢f the ni rd chehes of Sresil, irrevpootive of any

future o mera gooureis detevsdnntion of ILE ycwsiion.

= aq
e -

The Bonpiuey bitveen the territordn) wabers of Surinen
wod Bpdideh Guiume lo Tormed by the yrolunpabion csuwards of
ohe Line Gravs ou & besping of 199 iazt of yue Horih of the
Landnteplh veferred to iu wptlale L2} Hbeve.

sgiele b

| Trhe Fniers of Lhe Aiver sourmatyne (ps dedined in
irticis 1 above) shall, shalever the fluuiuetlivns of ita
Tolusw, be esunidered a: Dedng within the serpitery of
dupinam snd the lead soudiniag Shaw on Shw AeEd Mank as
Setined tn Syiiele 1 sr bostg within the twrritepy of
Epitigh Sutame, sné eonaernerily oo change of severeigndy
gver pueh 1apd ahnll onewe upon sny piso opr Fall f the
wahisrg of theo river.

Lver the #hoie sespae of hhe -iver Goupentyas (as
Gerinud in Aapticle #),

»{1){41) freecdou of savigntion should be alloweduin
socovdanve with the provisions ¢f the vsnventlion snd snatute
of the Zegime of Haviguble Wrlerways of insernationnl Concarn
signed at Baroelena on the POSH 2pril, 1921.¢

A1) (14)
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7{43{$4}) Tho warships of the Ligh contracting pmrtins shall .
snjoy froedom of nuvigantien end ;n time of wap the warshipa of
the Allies of elthar of tban.” '

"{4){ 144} Alveratt roglotersd im the torritories of tha high
vonfracting pardise shall enjoy thr "»erdon to meke uge of the
watdrs of (86 piver aa an wlighting site for airoraf't, provided
siways that the slighbing aven maprked Cor tha puprpnss and eny
aneilleany buildinge are sot of suooh a naturs s o effact the
revigndiiity of tie civer, nor the {'ree pavzags ol shizping
sg stipulated in Article ${i, avove.®

{8) Poe pubioots of Hig dHujeety The %ing shall have rall
liberty 40 @rive pilemo, osnutruct wharves, boathounoy or any
atiier otruckuarsy, o8 the loft bank of the river, wxlweays provided

- that dueh sbraatiyee do not impesse navigatiocn &l de aot project
Tayond the bthalweg ol Lt uhannyl of the rivear whiaek flows by
that Wwmit, or af say plaae ab&we a point 10 miles upedveem Croos
the venven prefecrred o in nrzinle.1t?) do unot arojcet further
thon helf the braadth of that oret of 3he river ond in no oocee
mawe than S0 nmiree Trom tha lTowewstor ~prh dnse GChe sudarchennel
a? the piver. Ho peaaoriptive righis of any Tind egninot Hep
Yojesty the Sueen of the Webherlsndt shell he devived Crom the
exisieanas S »udh works oifuoer om she prlvar or on itwn hed,

{3) the sebjscts of lita sajety The ¥ing shall be
permittell to drew woher fom the viver Tor irvigstion ond other
PuTpSBen, provioed that the navizatiliiy of the river ip not
nterfered with, @ thob no vorks emslaying the woiery of the
rivor Top she gonereiion of cower ahsll bewountructed without
the oxpisedt and writion wdhborisatlion of iite rovernment of
Bupinam.

/{5)



Memorandum of Suriname
Annex 9

{4} A3% extsbing rights of tne subjeots of fim Najesty Tha
Ting tn vagard So Tisding in the river and camping, tvansporting
pasuengurs or geode, 5o tolands in fha piver or on either bank
thored, vhen travelling by beal, olell By Respectod dy Hov
wajeaty tha Quesn of the Fethorlands, provided oceh pighte do
not Anteptofe wAth the navigability of the »lver.

{5} Bor Najosty the Guoen of ths Notherlamds will aet
powmit $he Duyigability of ths rivor to bo affauted or impeded
by the wiihdrawel of vober from the right benk of the river
ror ireigadian or for the goneration m’;" pewar or Lor any other
mﬁgnw.- gr By the arsction of ony otroetures on tho pight
wonk of the river. _ -

(6) ‘The riahs seouved under the pravieus parazraphe of
2hie Antiols for the temerii of tho snbjscly of eithar High
Contpacting Favty chall he enjoyed also Yy persona under the
protenticn ofy companies {ncorporstyd in any pard of the
territortes of, and by any dovernuent of administration of such
High Gonteasting Fapty.

(7) %o ohasgon or dues shall be lsvied In racpest of the
gnjoyusnt of the rights sscured ander sivgeious patagraphs ¢
of this avdicle othurwige than by spreement hetwesn the
Govarnmenty -51‘ fSurdinan and dritish Gulapo.

frrisie 6

The High Gontpsoting Pavties agres that if in the fauture [
4% ohould he found necespury bo take uyspo with a view to
the sensepvsnoys improvement, or lighbing of the iiver
Coursntyne and ite estuseriss, for the astablighment of busys,
the srection inmpection and malntenwnes nd heaconz, the pro-
vinion or improvement of portage frciisittos an ibe bsnka or

: Fialands
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islande or for &he levying of duee or charges, Pepreseniativea af
the Governtionts of Curings end Pritish ‘ulsne ahxll be sappvinted €e
ment in ordey that tho share of the coent to be borne by eash of
tha obove Oovernmendts in propertion to their raspective intersaote
and tha ayportioneent af-aha progeads of 4douea of chorges levied
on navigation may e determined hy ugreement, and that propoanls
with rvegard to ony of these matters may bes made by either
Governmant to tho ather,
Apticle 7

Tha present troaty siall be rebifivd nnd the ratifPigations
shiell be esohanyed at za sopon ae possible,
It sholl come into Torco on the date of exohanze of retifications.

in witness whereol the akhove named Flenipotentiarics have
sipgned the prosent trepty and have affixed thereatc shedr anals.

Done ad thie day of 193
in dupliomte in the Znglish and futch languages, bdoth texts

teing aguelly authentic.
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DRAFT TREATY

His Majesty The King of Great Britain, Ireland and the British Dominions
beyond the Seas, and Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands,

Desiring that the frontier between Surinam and British Guiana shall be
clearly defined and that provision shall be made with regard to the exercise of rights over
rivers which lie along the frontier, have decided to conclude a treaty for this purpose and
have accordingly appointed as their Plenipotentiaries:

His Majesty The King of Great Britain, Ireland and the British Dominions
beyond the Seas, (hereinafter referred to as His Majesty the King)

For Great Britain and Northern Ireland:
and
Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands:
who having communicated to each other their full powers found in good and due form
have agreed as follows:-

Article 1

(1) The boundary between British Guiana and Surinam shall be formed by
the line of the left bank of the River Courantyne from the sea southwards to a point near
its source. There a side channel (itabu) exists, the left bank of the river is the bank of the

most leftward channel which normally contains water at all seasons of the year.

/(2)
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(2) The beginning of the left bank of the River Courantyne at the sea shall
be the point at which the prolongation of the line joining two concrete marks, on the left
bank of the River Courantyne, intersects the shore-line. On the same line which has a
true bearing 10° East of true North, a large triangular wooden beacon, ten metres high,
visible from the sea, has been erected. The approximate position of the more seaward of
the two concrete marks is:-

Latitude 5° 59°53.8” North.

Longitude 57° 08°51.5” West of Greenich.

(3) The river named by Schomburgh the River Kutari shall be considered
to constitute the upper reaches of the River Courantyne, and the boundary shall follow
the left bank of the principle course of the Kutari.

(4) That branch of the River Kutari which was found to be the longest by
the Mixed Commission appointed for the fixing of the Southern Terminal of the
Boundary, shall be deemed to be its principal course, irrespective of any future changes
in the headwaters of the River Kutari.

Article 2

(1) From a point on the principal course of the River Kutari, about 300
metres East of its source, the boundary shall leave the left bank of the River Kutari, and
shall follow the centre of a tongue of rock in a general S.S.E. direction to a concrete mark
erected on the watershed between the basins of the Amazon and of the Courantyne. This
mark is distant 320 metres on a true bearing of 162° from the point of departure of the
Boundary from the principal course of the River Kutari.

/2)
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(2) This mark is built on top of a large bare rock surface, and its
approximate position is:-

Latitude 01° 56>  58”.2 North

Longitude 56° 28" 24”.5 West of Greenwich

Height above M.S.L. 463 Metres.

(3) This mark shall continue to define the point of convergence of the
frontier of British Guiana and Surinam with that of the United States of Brazil.,
irrespective of any future or more accurate determination of its position.

Article 3

The boundary between the territorial waters of Surinam and British
Guiana is formed by the prolongation seawards of the line drawn on a bearing of 10° east
of true North of the landmark referred to in Article 1(2) above.

Article 4

The waters of the River Courantyne (as defined in Article 1 above) shall,
whatever the fluctuations of its volume, be considered as being within the territory of
Surinam and the land confining them on the left bank as defined in Article 1 as being
within the territory of British Guiana, and consequently no change of sovereignty over
such land shall ensue upon any rise or fall of the waters of the river.

Article 5

Over the whole course of the River Courantyne (as defined in Article 1),
“(1)(1) freedom of navigation shall be allowed in accordance with the
provisions of the Convention and Statute of the Regime of Navigable Waterways of

International Concern signed at Barcelona on the 20th April, 1921.”

/(1)(i1)
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“(1)(i1) The warships of the high contracting parties shall enjoy freedom of
navigation and in time of war the warships of the Allies of either of them.”

“(1)(ii1) Aircraft registered in the territories of the high contracting parties
shall enjoy the freedom to make use of the waters of the river as an alighting site for
aircraft, provided always that the alighting area marked for the purpose and any ancillary
buildings are not of such a nature as to affect the navigability of the river, nor the free
passage of shipping as stipulated in Article 5(1) above.”

(2) The subjects of His Majesty The King shall have full liberty to drive
piles, construct wharves, boathouses or any other structures, on the left bank of the river,
always provided that such structures do not impede navigation and do not project beyond
the thalweg of the channel of the river which flows by that bank, or at any place above a
point 10 miles upstream from the beacon referred to in Article 1(2) do not project further
than half the breadth of that part of the river and in no case more than 50 metres from the
low-water mark into the outerchannel of the river. No prescriptive rights of any kind
against Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands shall be derived from the existence of
such works either on the river or on its bed.

(3) The subjects of His Majesty The King shall be permitted to draw
water from the river for irrigation and other purposes, provided that the navigability of
the river is not interfered with, and that no works employing the waters of the river for
the generation of power shall be constructed without the explicit and written
authorization of the Government of Surinam.

/(4)
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(4) All existing rights of the subjects of His Majesty the King in regard to
fishing in the river and camping, transporting passengers or goods, on islands in the river
or on either bank thereof, when traveling by boat, shall be respected by Her Majesty the
Queen of the Netherlands, provided such rights do not interfere with the navigability of
the river.

(5) Her Majesty the Queen of The Netherlands will not permit the
navigability of the river to be affected or impeded by the withdrawal of water from the
right bank of the river for irrigation or for the generation of power or for any other
purpose, or by the erection of any structures on the right bank of the river.

(6) The rights secured under the previous paragraph of this Article for the
benefit of the subjects of either High Contracting Party shall be enjoyed also by persons
under the protection of, companies incorporated in any part of the territories of, and by
any Government of administration of such High Contracting Party.

(7) No charges or dues shall be levied in respect of the enjoyment of the
rights secured under previous paragraphs of this article otherwise than by agreement
between the Governments of Surinam and British Guiana.

Article 6

The high contracting parties agree that if in the future it should be found
necessary to take steps with a view to the conservancy, improvement, or lighting of the
River Courantyne and its estuaries, for the establishment of buoys, the erection inspection
and maintenance of beacons, the provision or improvement of portage facilities on its
banks or

/islands
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islands or for the levying of dues or charges, representatives of the Governments of
Surinam and British Guiana shall be appointed to meet in order that the share of the cost
to be borne by each of the above Governments in proportion to their respective interests
and the apportionment of the proceeds of dues or charges levied on navigation may be
determined by agreement, and that proposals with regard to any of these matters may be
made by either Government to the other.

Article 7

The present treaty shall be ratified and the ratifications shall be exchanged
at as soon as possible. It shall come into force on the date of
exchange of ratifications.

In witness whereof the above named Plenipotentiaries have signed the
present treaty and have affixed thereto their seals.

Done at this  day of 193

in duplicate in the English and Dutch languages, both texts being equally authentic.
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No. 11411

GUYANA
and

NETHERLANDS
(ON BEHALF OF SURINAM)

Agreement for establishment of the Surinam-Guyana Commission.

Signed at Georgetown on 7 February 1971 and at Paramaribo
on 8 February 1971

Authentic texts: English and Dutch.
Registered by Guyana on 19 November 1971.

GUYANE
et

PAYS-BAS
(AU NOM DU SURINAM)

Accord portant création de la Commission guyano-surinamienne.
Signé & Georgetown le 7 février 1971 et & Paramaribo le
8 février 1971

Textes authentiques: anglais et néerlandais.
Enregistré par la Guyane le 19 novembre 1971.
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AGREEMENT! FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF SURINAM-
GUYANA COMMISSION

The Government of Surinam acting on behalf of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and

The Government of Guyana;

Inspired by the ideals of international cooperation and the peaceful
settlement of controversies;

Desiring to strengthen the historic and traditional bonds of friendship
between Surinam and Guyana by active cooperation in the spheres of economic,
social and cultural development and by the resolute pursuit of all practical
means for the peaceful settlement of difficulties;

Recognising that in addition to the bonds of geography, Surinam and
Guyana have a similar historical and cultural background and possess similar
natural resources and economic potential, to the accelerated development of
which each Government is committed ;

Have agreed as follows:

Article T

A permanent Guyana-Surinam Commission (hereinafter in this Agreement
referred to as “the Commission™) shall be established for the purpose of
examining ways and means of effecting cooperation in matters of common
interest between Guyana and Surinam in the economic, social and cultural
fields, and of peacefully resolving all outstanding difficulties and situations
which may endanger friendship and good neighbourliness between the two
countries.

1 Came into force on 18 August 1971, the day on which the Government of Guyana and the
Government of Surinam informed each other that any relevant constitutional requirements had
been met in Guyana and in the Netherlands, respectively, in accordance with article VIII.

No. 11411
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Article IT

The Government of Guyana and the Government of Surinam may from
‘time to time jointly in writing require the Commission to examine any particular
matter or matters falling within the functions of the Commission as prescribed
by Article 1.

Article IIT

(1) Within one month. of the entry into force of this Agreement the
Government of Guyana and the Government of Surinam shall each appoint
a delegation consisting of not more than five members to represent it in the
Commission.

(2) Each Government shall inform the other of the names of the leader
and of the other members of its delegation.

(3) Each Government may appoint experts to assist its delegation.

Article IV

(1) The Commission shall hold its first meeting as soon as possible after
the two delegations have been appointed but within two months after the
entry into force of this Agreement at a date and place to be agreed between the
two Governments.

(2) Thereafter the Commission may hold meetings at any time alternately
at Georgetown and at Paramaribo.

(3) The Commission shall submit to the two Governments periodic
reports of its activites under this Agreement.

Article V

(1) Within two months of the entry into force of this Agreement, the
commission shall establish a Special Committee charged with. the responsibility
of continuing the discussions between the Governments of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Kingdom of the Netherlands
concerning the boundary between British Guiana and Surinam which were
adjourned in London in June, 1966.

(2) The Special Committee shall consist of four members two of whom
shall be designated by the Government of Guyana and two by the Government
of Surinam.,

No. 11411
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(3) The Special Committee shall meet at such times as it may agree on,
alternately at Georgetown and at Paramaribo,

(4) Each Government amy appoint experts to assist its members of the
Special Committee.

Article VI

(1) Pending the completion of the discussions to be continued under
paragraph (1) of Article V, the Special Committee shall from time to time,
through procedures to be agreed by it, at the joint request in writing of both
Governments, ascertain and examine within such time as they may jointly
specify, the facts relating to any specified source of disharmony between the
two countries with a view to ensuring that no such disharmony shall disturb
friendly relations between the two Governments or prejudice the effective
operation of programmes of cooperation agreed upon by them.

(2) The Special Committee shall submit reports to the two Governments
at such intervals as it may agree on or as may be specified by agreement in
writing between the two Governments.

Article VII

This Agreement shall be without prejudice to any rights or claims regarding
the sovereignty of their respective territories which the Government of Guyana
and the Government of Surinam may possess at the present date.

Article VIIT

This Agreement shall enter into force on the day on which the Government
of Guyana and the Government of Surinam inform each other that any relevant
constitutional requirements have been met respectively in Guyana and in the
Kingdom of the Netherlands.

IN wWITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being fully authorised thereto by
their respective Governments, have signed this Agreement.

DonNE in duplicate in the Dutch and English languages, both texts being
equally authoritative.

No. 11411
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For the Government of Surinam, acting on behalf of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, at Paramaribo, Surinam, on the 8th of February, 1971.
[Signed — Signé] *
Minister-President of Surinam

For the Government of Guyana, at Georgetown, Guyana, on the 7th of
February, 1971.

[Signed — Signé] ?
Prime Minister of Guyana

1 Signed by J. Sedney — Signé par J. Seduoey.
2 Signed by L. F. S. Burnham — Signé par L. F. S. Burnham,
No. 11411





